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BIRTHS. 

At Shanghal, on the 15h September, Mrs. 
Geonoz Jorz Yx0, of a aca, 

‘At 22, Whampoo Rosa, Hongkew, ou the 
15th Sept., the wile of Mr. Wat. Youxasoy, 
Imperial Maritime Customs, of a son, 

Ather residence, No. 100, Bluff, Yokohama, 
on the Gth September, the wife of Capt. J. 
Davantoxp, of the steamer Kumamoto Maru, 
of a son. 

‘At No. 98, Bluff, Yokohama, on the 7th 
September, Mrs, J. Carst,.of a son. 

At Park Street, Grosvenor Square, London, 
on tho Ist inst, Mre, Waiter Kiva, of a 
daughter. 








DEATHS. 

‘At the Shanghai Genoral Hospital, on Su 
day, 16th inst,, James Hesny Horatas, of 
tho’ Imperial Maritime Customs, aged '38 
years, 

At Shanghal, on the 2st September, 
Wini1ast Ricnarp Apass, Shanghai Pilot. 








At Chefoo, on the 12th inst., May Goopnicu, 
the infant daughter of Eruest T. Holwill. 

‘At No. 9, Bluff, Yokohama, at 3 a.m, ou tho 
1th Sept., David Scorr, Jnr. 


PASSENGERS. 
Drranren, 

Por str, Antenor, for London —Bira, Pran- 
chard and Miss Moule, 

Per str. Haining, for Chefoo—Mr. D. Jones, 
For Tientsin—Judge Douny aud wife, aud 
Mr. W. H. Tapp. 

Per str. Tokio Maru, for Hiogo—Mr. and 
Mrs, ©. B, Clarke, two children and two 
amahs, Messrs. W. Henderson, T. D. Skelly, 
R, Ritechler, and Tuck-ching. For Yokohauia 
Captain F, Dunu, Captain Jas. Hardie, and 
Mr. 'f. Soishims. For San Francisco—Mr. and 
. G. Purdon, family and nurse, Mr. and 

Love, Messrs. I, B, Eames, and 








. Appin, for Chefoo—Mrs, Holliday 
and servant, Sirs, Bell, child and servant, Mr. 
aud Mrs, Fryer, Mr. Rowley Miller, and Rev. 
P, Piazgoti, 





ARRIVED. 

Por str. Swatow, from Amoy—Mr. C. Hol- 
combe (Secretary U.S, Legation, Peking.) 
Shanghai, from Haukow—Mr. and 
Mrs, Jerdeiu, Mesars. Emory aud Skatchkoff. 
Appin, from Tientsin aud Chefoo— 
in. 





Per str. Europe, from Foochow—Lieut, 
Schultz, and Mr. Ng Choy. 

Per str. Saikio Maru, from Japan—Mr, and 
Mrs. Hughes, Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson, Mr. 
and. Mrs, F; Brags and four children, Mr. 
and Mrs, Takao, Messrs. Hertz, Harrington, 
Wyper, Roza, da Silva, aud Ho ‘fay Chen; 1 
European, 2 Japanese. 

Per str. Yangtsce, from Hongkong—Mrs. 
Shuster and four children, Mra. Pearson and 
two children, Mr. and Mrs. Gough, and Mr. 
Mande. 

Leavise. 


Per str. Sindh, for Marseilles—Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerdein, Mr. aud Mrs. Kuoop, three 
children and’one amab, Mrs, Peters, infant 

Rev. E. Cottin, and Mr. G. 

For Port Said—Mr. a 
Christoph. For Point de Galle—Mr. ‘ti, H. 
Whiteheak. For Singapore—Mr. D. Finlayson, 
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‘Tux Peking Gazette of the 1st Septembor 
contains a memorial curiously illustra 
tive of the system of paying officers 
lump sums to provide a certain number 
of soldiers, to which wo have roferrod 
in recent articles. General Yang 
Yii-ko, who distinguished himself in 
connection with tho suppression of the 
Yiionan rebellion, seems to have sur- 
rendered an admitted claim against tho 
Government of no less than Tis. 400,000, 
for the pay of troops due to him, at 
the close of that movement; and, so far 
from his being in a position to give up 
this large sum exciting suspicion or 
enquiry, it was mado the occasion to 
confer honours upon him for his self 
sacrificing patriotism, Nor does the 
loss seem to have at all embarrassed 
him; for we now again find him 


reporting that he has converted 
his late residence at Tali-fu into 
a college for the benefit of tho 


students of Western Yiinnan, and “has 
endowed it with rents derived from 
lands and houses, in order to furnish 
stipends for the students and travelling 
expenses to the candidates proceeding 
to Peking for the civil and military 
examinations.” Evidently the General 
is uot @ man to hide his light under a 
bushel, as the Governor quotes his 
own report in “placing on record this 
most meritorious proceeding ;” he ia 
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determined that both his deeds and his 
whereabouts shall be well known at 
Peking; for a few days previously we 
find him announcing the transfer of 
his family seat from the district of 
‘Tsing-chow to that of Shen-hwa, in 
Hanan, with the air of a man whose 
movements are of official importance, 
and whose family is of sufficient con- 
sequence to make the proper registry 
of their residence essential. 

Even without the indications here 
given us, it is not difficult to conceive 
the enormous facilities for peculation 
which a high military mandarin must 
enjoy, during war time, under such an 
administration as that of China, The 
province of Yiinnan was practically out 
of hand for many years. The Imperial 
Government had lost all practical con- 
trol even over districts where it retained 
nominal authority, Very little check 
could be exercised over the proceedings 
of the civil mandarins, and none at all 
over those of the military. Money was 
sent forward os it could be spared, 
from Peking, or from the treasuries of 
other provinces; and certain returns of 
its expenditure were no doubt insisted 
on; but practical check there can have 
hbeon none. The Generals could return 
pretty nearly what lumber of soldiers 
they chose, and had opportunities of 
nequiring booty and exacting contribu. 
tions, besides. We learned some months 
ago, from the Peking Gazette, that the 
close of the Kweichow rebellion found 
the Government: indebted in some Tls- 
8,000,000, on account of the various 
bodies of troops employed in coping with 
insurgent movements for the twenty 
years, from 1854 to 1874, during 
which the Imperialists were straggling 
to recover control over the province, 
‘The amount did not scem to be owing 
to tho troops themselves, but to people 
who bad advanced money from time to 
timo for the purpose stated; and we 
remarked at the time npon the exceed- 
ingly facile method the Government 
took of discharging the Jinbility. It 
Aeclined to pay a cent’ in coin, but 
mado a liberal distribution of honours 
upon an assessed scale, to its various 
creditors. And the case of Yang Yii-ko 
suggests that, in doing this, it knew it 
was not doing so flagrant an injustice 
as would at first sight appear. If ‘this 
Goneral succeeded in accumulating con- 
siderable property, as he seems to have 
done, besides bringing the Government 
ina debtor for Tis. 400,000, it is quite 
possible that the indebtedness may 
hhaye been partly nominal in Kweichow 
aswell. For no one, we imagine, will 
suppose that General Yang really ex- 
pended such a sum out of his own 





private resources, or that, in cancelling 
the obligation, he did more than pur- 
chase cheaply a clean bill of henlth and 
honour. It may be that this sum had 
really been expended in excess of Go- 
yvernment subsidies, and had been met 
out of Iocal exactions which had not 
gone through the public accounts; 
or it may be that so much of tho 
nominal Government allowance had 
not been forthcoming ; but we may 
be quite sure that, in the latter case, 
by keeping his troops well below the 
nominal numerical standard, General 
Yang had more than guarded himself 
against loss—The curious point in 
tho affair is the calm way in which a 
debt that could not possibly have been 
honestly incurred, is acknowledged and 
wiped ont by conferring honour on 
the creditor. After all, this is only a 
way of enabling 2 man to pension 
himself; instead of the roundabout 
English way of raising taxes out of 
which to award incomes to successful 
Generals, 





Summary, of Hews. 





The American mail of the 20th August 
arrived Thursday, by the M. B. str. Saikio 
Maru. 

A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe by 
the MLM. str. Sindh, 

‘Telegrams have been received announcing 
another attack on Plevna, in which the 
Russians took four redoubts, at the cost 
of 3 Generals and 5,000 men wounded. 

The Russian attack was preceded by a 
week’s bombardment, and would seem, 
therefore, to have been a most determined 
effort. The Turks, however, subsequently 
retook three of the redoubts, inflicting enor- 
mous loss on the Russians. 

‘The losses of the besieging force up to 
the 15th September, bed Bonn 12,000 Rus- 
sians and 3,000 Roumanians. 

Mchemet Pasha has again encounteredand 
defeated the left wing of the Russian army ; 
and the Russians have in consequence 
ovgenated Timova,  oyarsday, say 

‘elegrams were received Thursday, sayin, 
the Russian troops from Poland had tent 
summoned to the seat of war. 

The only news in the Municipal minutes 
is that the Council have agreed to purchase 
a strip of land to widen the Szechuen road 
Detween the Canton road and the Yang- 
king-pang.—They have refused an offer to 
round the corner of Kiukiang and Szechuen 
roads, becauso the price acked is in excess 
of the assessed value. It scems to us that, 
in laying down this as the only basis on 
which they are prepared to treat, the 
Council practically shut themselves out of 
the market. It doesn’t at all follow because 
a certain value has been placed upon land 
for convenience of assessment, that that is 
the value at which it is to stand indefinitely 
in the market. To show the absurdity of the 
position, the Council declined the other 
day to treat, except at the assessed rate of 
Tis. 1,500 a mow, for the surrender of a 
corner off piece of land in Hongkew for 





which they had themselves offered Tls. 2,500 
a mow as asite for a police station! Besides, 
the portions which the Council require 
—frontages and corners for the purpose of 
widening roads—are the very choicest of 
the plot, and not tobe acquired at the 
average assessed rate of the block, even if 
this did represent the real market value, 

In the case of the C. N. Co. v. Ho Chu- 
tsai, tried some iveeks ago, the Mixed Court 
has reconsidered that portion of its judg- 
ment in which $200 compensation for loss 
of time was awarded to the defendant. It 
is admitted that, though the plaintiffs were 
unable to produce sufficient evidence to 
convict the defendant, they had good 
grounds for bringing the action, and the 
defendant, “though not proven guilty, left 
the Court with grave suspicions attached 
to his character. The Court, therefore, on 
reconsideration, relieves the plaintiffs from 
paying the costs, and orders the cancellation 
of the undertaking they entered into”—to 
pay compensation, The question will sug- 
gest itself, why the Court did not see all 
this in the first instance, and avoid making 
the order which it now cancels, 

Thefourthengine for the line between this 
and Woosung having now been completely 
finished, took its trial trip down the line 
to Woosung and back on Wednesday after- 
noon, ‘The name of the new addition to the 
rolling stock of the line is appropriately 
The Viceroy, and, we suppose in view of the 
approaching change of ownership, has its 
name also in gilt Chinese characters, ‘Tho 
new engine performed its work satisfac- 
torily in every particular. It was built by 
‘Messrs. Ransomes and Rapier, and is 
much more powerful than the three former, 
being especially intended for holiday and 
excursion trafic, Although much longor 
and heavier than the previous engines, it is 
so arranged as to have but little extra 
length of wheel space, and can be readily 
turned on the present turn-tables. We 
understand that The Viceroy will commence 
running on Sunday next. 

A correspondent complains of the late 
hour to which the market people aro 
allowed to remain in the Maloo, and of 
the danger which is thus incurred of 
accidents from the traps of country re- 
sidents who are driving to their oflices. 
‘That a market should be held at all in tho 
chief thoroughfare of the Settlement is an 
anomaly ; which edn, however, scarcely be 
remedied except by the erection of a public 
market-house somewhere in the neighbour- 
hood. This has been often advocated, but 
lias never been taken up in earnest, and 
the subject has as often dropped after a 
fow weeks discussion. 

The Chinese have a very indistinct report 
ofa powder magazine having been plundered 
somewhere in Chekeang, and of the Fatai 
ordering out troops—all of which they in- 
terpret to mean a rebel movement. But 
we must await further particulars before 
we can make anything comprehensible out 
of the rumour. 

‘The steamer Peking left yesterday after- 
noon for Ningpo, and the Tunsin re- 
sumes her place ou the River. This looks 
as if the C. N. Co. had found a profitable 
field for the employment of the larger 
steamer on the Ningpo line, 
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HLB.M.’s gunboat Thistle arrived at 
Shanghai on Sunday evening. 

The Southern cable seems to have a 
spocial knack of breaking down at times 
when telegrams aro looked for with special 
interest. It broke down last week just as 
tho third Russian attack on Plevna was 
commencing; and it is now again notified 
that there will be some delay, for the next 
few days, on messages to places Westward 
of Singapore ; which means, we presume, 
that something has again gone wrong with 
the cable there. 

With reference to the droughts that have 
lately prevailed in Ohina, a review which 
we reprint from the Madras Atheneum, of 
tho variations of rainfall in Northern India, 
in relation to the sun spots, may havo 
interest for our scientific readers, 

‘The Bombay Gazette says that, in conse- 
quenco of tho serious state of affairs in 
the famine districts, Lord Lytton has at 
length determined to visit Bombay and 
‘Madras for the purpose of having personal 
consultations with tho Governors. 

Tho Peking Gazette of the 1st September 
makes amusing reforenco to derelictions of 
duty on the part of the late Acting Governor- 
Genoral of Yunnan and Kweichow, and of 
Tso Tsung-tang, the Governor-General of 
Kansuh. Certain Censors seem to consti- 
tuto a special Board, at Peking, to secure 
oxact adherence to official routine and 
name penalties whon faults are detected. 
But tho absurdity of making these punish- 
monts real, in tho case of high officials, 
seems to have boon so solf-ovident that 
cortain nominal salaries (which are never 
drawn), and nominal honours (which are 
conforred only as food for penalties) havo 
beon instituted, for the said Board to 
play with,—Accordingly, if ever Tsen Yu- 
ying is re-appointed to office, he is to be 
docked ono year of this salary, for some 
technical orror, and Tso ‘Tsung-tang is 
dograded one stop of honorary rank for 
some other oqually flagrant wrong. And 
both culprits, wo presume, will grunt and 
smilo on recoipt of the news, and feel vory 
much as though the formality had beon 
left out. 

Amemorial from the Governor of Yinnan, 
in tho Gazette of the Ist September, is 
curiously suggestive of the squoozing that 
may occur in China, during disturbed times. 
General Yang Yith-ko, late commanding the 
province of Yiinnan, has not only foregone a 
dobt of Tis. 400,000 due to him by Govern- 
mont for pay of troops, at tho close of the 
insurrection, but has founded and liberally 
endowed a college in Tali-fu, before rotiring 
into private life. It can hardly be supposed 
that he had really disbursed Tis. 400,000 
out of his private means, and has sur- 
rondered the claim to repayment. The 
inference, then, is that this represents the 
margin beyond which it was injudicious to 
press his claim for pay for troops supposed 
tobe under his bannor, and that he has 
succeeded in amassing a sufficient fortune 
without this sum. 

The difficulties which aro every year en- 
countered by the grain junks in entering 
the Northern section of the Canal, must 
afford the partisans of tho C.M.S.N. Co. 
strong arguments in farour of increasing 
the shipment of grain by native steamers. 
Im fact, it may be taken as tolerably 





certain that, unless the advocates for the 
Yellow River and Canal route can succeed 
in getting this properly ropaired, the 
steamers will altogether supersede the junks 
before many years more are over. The 
Director General of the Yellow River 
reports that only half of the squadron 
succeeded in getting into the Canal during 
the usual rise of the 25th-27th July. The 
water then began suddenly to fall, and the 
remainder were shut out. “The officials 
proceeded forthwith to construct another 
dam, and to dredge the Canal mouth to a 
greater depth, trusting to a later rise in 
the river to enable the remaining junks to 
enter.” 

The Gazette of the Gth Sopt. contains a 
curious memorial from the Governor of 
Kobdo. He solicits tho issue of a new 
seal of office, to replace that which is now 
in uso, and “which has become worn and 
indistinct through age, it having boon ori- 
ginally issued, as the inscription on it 
attests, in the year 1735.” 

Severe punishment has befallen the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor and Financial Commis- 
sioner of tho province of Smaxst, for the 
offence with which he was lately charged 
by Tso Tsung-t’ang, viz., holding back a 
large portion of the monthly remittances 
due to the latter's military chest. ‘Tho 
offending fungtionary has been stripped of 
his rank and removed from official employ. 
His placo is filled up by a decree of tho 
12th inst., by Pao Héng, the present 
Fantai or Financial Commissioner at Foo- 
chow, whose affectation of a desire to 
cultivate cordial relations with the foreign 
community there has been noticed more 
than once of late. Pao Hing is to be 
succeeded by the present Jndical Commis- 
sioner at Canton, Chow Héng-k'i, whose 
place is taken on promotion by Kwoh Ying, 
the salt Commissioner of Kwangtung. We 
learn that the Salt Commissionership at 
Canton is to be filled up by the appoint- 
ment of Chéng Fu, formerly Deputy salt 
Commissioner at Tientsin, who for some 
years past has been attached to the Yamén 
of foreign affairs as a Senior Secretary. 

The Cueroo Racos had to be postponed 
till the 17th and 18th, in consequence of a 
severe storm of rain and bad weather, which 
broke out just as every one was about 
starting for the course. 

Our Wvomaxe correspondent tells us 
what has been done by the mandarins in 
consequence of the recent outrage upon 
cortain missionaries in that city. ‘Twenty- 
nino men seem to have been arrested, of 
whom eight only could be implicated ; and 
these have since been kept in prison. No 
sentence of any kind has yet been passed 
against them; but, as our correspondent 
suggests, the mere imprisonment in a 
Chinese gaol is in itself a severe punish- 
ment. 

‘The Haxxow Autumn Race Meeting, is 
to be held on the Gth and 7th November. 
Six races are set down for each day.— 
The Futai of Hupeh died very suddenly 
last weck. He went out on the 1th to 
pay his respects to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the forces in Hupch and Hunan, 
who was passing through on hie way to 
Peking, and died on the 13th. A fabulous 
sum, according to popular report, has been 





paid for his coffin, and priests aro now 
engaged in the yamén offering up prayers 
for the repose of his soul, The funeral 
obsequies are likely to be conducted on a 
magnificent scale. The mandarins -will 
escort his remains on foot to the river, 
whence they will be borne to his native 
province of Kiangsu. 

We have a list of eight merchant vessels 
in harbour at Nrxoro, on the 20th instant ! 
Besides ono Chinese gunboat. And yet 
people say there is nothing doing there. 

‘The Wexcuow officials seem to be relax- 
ing their demands for lekin, and have with- 
drawn the objectionable rules we published 
on the 1st instant, from circulation, having 
persuaded themselves, apparently, that 
their action was likely to bring them to 
trouble. The tax, however, is still claimed 
in a mild way, though tho tone of the 
collectors is altered.—The non-arrival of 
any steamer is bitterly complained of ; 
and the consequent dullness is spoken of 
as something that may bo “felt.” Shoot- 
ing, however, will soon begin and, as 
game of all sorts abounds, is looked for- 
ward to as a great resource,—Some cases 
of cholera have occurred, but the excep- 
tional cleanliness of the city will, it is 
hoped, prevent a severe outbreak, 

The Foochow Herald hears that the line 
of telegraph between Taxow and Taiwan-foo 
is really about to be commenced. Tho 
entire materiél necessary to its completion 
has, it believes, been landed. A railway 
between these two places is also talked of, 
but there are innumerable difficulties in the 
way of its accomplishment which tax even 
tho cnergy of Ting Futai. - 

We hear that private information was 
received by the Saikio Maru, to the effect 
that the rebels in Japan wore com- 
pletely hemmed in near Kagoshima— 
walled and trenched in and surrounded 
by over thirty thousand Imperialists, 
It is said that no mercy is to be shown 
them, owing to atrocities they perpotratod 
on women and children after re-capturing 
the stronghold, and that no alternative is 
left them but to die by the sword of 
their enemies, perish by famine, or commit 
harikari. 

Ahmed Khoulussi Effendi, the Envoy 
from Constantinople to Cabul, arrived in 
Bowmay on the 9th August, and was well 
comed on his arrival by a number of Ma- 
homedan residents. He left again tho 
following evening, after attending the Jac- 
keria Musjid, where he was again welcomed 
by alarge number of Mahomedans. Colonel 
Disbrowe was to accompany him as far as 
Peshawur, where the party would await a 
communication from the Ameer respect 
ing an escort to Cabul. The Envoy 
passed through Lahore without stopping. — 
It is said that a Russian Envoy has recently 
arrived in Cabul, and that the Turkish 
Envoy is hurrying to Cabul to counteract 
the designs of the Russian diplomatist. The 
Sultan, it is said, intends to establish 2 
permanent embassy in Afghanistan. : 

‘Thanksgivings were offered up in all tho 
mosques in Caxcurra, on receipt of the 
telegram announcing the Turkish victory 
over the Russians at Plovna, and again 
next morning for Suleiman Pasha’s victory 
at Eski Saghra. Great crowds attended 
the principal mosques. 
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Gaitoyint Selections. 








‘THE PROSPECT OF FAMINE. 

“ We have too much faith in measures 
and too little in men,” so said the 
present Prime Minister of England 
many years ago, and the wisdom of the 
sentence canndt be easily exhausted. 
It is in vain to devise elaborate schemes 
of social or political or economic 
reform, ina country where the carrying 
out of those vast ideas is not “in the 
breed,” so to speak, of the natives. 
Generally, even when the rank and file 
of tho populace are unequal to essay 
any great works of administrative 
reform, men of exceptional ability are 
to be found from time to time; and of 
course that system is best which gives 
tho ablest mon the most chances of 
coming to the front. In theory, China 
should do this more thoroughly than 
any other country in the world, ‘Tho 
system of competitive examinntion— 
that ample panacea for all human ills 
—should provide us with a crop of 
wranglers and first-classmen capable of 
anything. As a fact, we kuow that 
the system fails, owing to the strange 
porvorsity of the subjects which are 
selected for examination. Though far 
from desirous of depreciating the 
Chinese Classics unduly, we know that 
proficiency in this antiquated learning 
is no preparation for the. work of the 
world, for that faculty of grappling 
with practical difficulties which a states- 
man who is to guide a nation through 
a crisis requires. Thus, though it is 
obvions that the competitive system is 
not condemned because it has failed 
in euch an exceptional and extra- 
ordinary’ country as China, we are 
struck with a sort of amazement 
that tho country does not produce from 
ifs hundreds of millions a man who 
will face the siluation and see what is 
wanted, and try to do that which the 
most ordinary European sees is neces- 
sary. 

At this moment there is another 
famine impending, but it seems almost 
certain that nothing intelligent or 
practical will be done. ‘Things will be 
allowed to drift on, and no measures 
dictated by reason and forecast will be 
attempted, to check the progress of the 
ovil or to preserve the lives of the 
people. At the last momeut, money 
will be subscribed and an attempt will 
bo made to succour the famishing, but 
there will be no plan and no intelli- 
gont work in order to prevent the 
famine recurring next year. What 
should be done by the Chinese is 
obvious. They should set about some 
great public and necessary works, and 
employ the people at “starvation” 
prices to labour upon them. We read 
recently in the Peking Gazetis that the 
Director-General of the Yellow River 
reported that the officials had been 
employed in constructing a dam “and 
in dredging the Canal mouth to a 
greater depth.” If one can only be- 
lieve that this is being efficiently done, 





it gives usa very good illustration of 
the kind of labour apon which tho 
efforts of the natives might be pro- 
fitably expended. And the power 
wanted is a man of commanding energy 
and resolution, who will force the 
Government to see that this idea is 
carried out generally and on a sufi- 
ciently large scale, and who will 
memorialize and exert himself with 
untiring energy until the end is secured. 
‘The man wanted in China now, as in 
its early days, is a patriotic engineer. 
Such a character appeared once, we all 
know, in modern European History. 
‘At the most corrapt time in French 
annals, when the miseries of the people 
had reached apparently their climax; 
when the price of bread was almost 
fabulous, and the most severe winter 
ever known hed ruined the vines; 
when, in the words of St. Simon, “ No- 
body could any longer pay becauso 
nobody was paid; the countrypeople, 
overwhelmed with exactions and with 
valueless property had become insol- 
vent; trade no longer yielded any- 
thing—good faith avd confidence 
were at an end,” in thie orisis 
of French misery, Maréchal Vauban, 
the great master of the art of military 
engineering, published a plan by which 
the country might have been saved. 
‘The result is well-known; the king 
regarded the Maréchal as a man led 
astray by love for the people. For, we 
again quote St. Simon, “his plan bad a 
grand fault, It described a course which 
if followed would have ruined an army 
of financiers, of clerks, of fanctionaries 
of all kinds; it would have forced 
them to live at their own expense in- 
stead of at the expense of the people.” 
We fear that such would be the fate of 
a patriot engineer, if he were to arise 
in China at the present moment, Still 
there is no donbt that it is high time 
for eome strong advice and remon- 
stance to be addressed to the Govern- 
ment. Another year of famine may 
exusperate the people and cause move- 
ments of a revolutionary character. 
We repent our conviction, that a single- 
minded aud energetic man might do 
wonders. 





JAPANESE EXIIBITIONS V. THE SHANGIAT 
POLYTECHNIC. 
‘Tue contrast between the Chinese and 
Japanese has been well exemplified in 
the Exhibition recently opened in Tokio, 
by the Mikado. It was not alone the 
fact of the Emperor mixing with his 
people, and taking an interest in all 
that concerned them, so much as the 
practical manner in which the whole 
had been carried ont to a snecessful 
issue, which was the most striking 
and which promised best for the fature. 
Withont noise, without Inudation or 
fuss, the Japanese have themselves got 
up an Exhibition whieh, though it is 
not to be compared with the great 
world’s fairs of Vienna and Philadel- 
phia, yet, placed as it is on the very 
verge of civilisation, reflects the greatest 
credit on all concerned. Japan bas in 








fact shown -hetself nob only willing, 
but to a great extent able, to enter into 
the comity of civilised nations, True, 
tho Exhibition is imitated ; but it is not 
for every nation to devise its own 
institutions from beginning to end, 
The great Paris Exhibition of 1857 
was imitated from that of Hyde Park 
in 1851; axd ever since, Exhibitions 
have closely followed in one another's 
footsteps, differing a little here and 
there as to their details, but in the 
main following the original conception. 
So Japan, in the matter of her Bxhibi- 
tion, has done nothing more or less in 
the’ way of imitation than Austria or 
the United States, She found a model 
and adapted it to her own circumstances. 
‘Turning now to Chiva, the differonco 
is strange. China seems to have num- 
bers of willing admirers, who never 
tiro of vanuting the’ progressive ten- 
doncies of their protégé. It is now 
some three or four years since some of 
these would-bo admirers were pre= 
dicting what would come out of their 
latest pot scheme, the Polytechnic 
Institution. China was paraded before 
the world as the model country of 
progress, and at the first ‘hint ‘they 
were ready to form a Committeo in 
London to vannt the newly-found 
prodigy. Gentlemen of position, whose 
uames we might have expected would 
have been a guaranteo that they had 
informed themselves as to the inten 
tions of the new Wonder, did not 
hesitate to publicly make the most 
astounding promises on behalf of China, 
‘The local Committee at Shanghai was 
not untinged with the same sentiments, 
yet even it stood aghast at the pro- 
gramme put forward by its representa- 
tives in London. It certainly had an 
idea that it conld get up a modest 
Exhibition in the Hapeh road, and 
hoped that its efforts would be seconded 
by the Chinese community at large, as 
well as by foreign residents in Shang- 
bai. With this object in view, it 
struggled fitfully onward for a couple 
of years, and succeeded in obtaining a 
site and building on it a house, But it 
soon beeame evident that the instruc- 
tion of the people and the forwarding 
of nseful aris foymed no part of the 
programme of the Chinese officials 
who had taken tho scheme under their 
protection. ‘They seomed to have 
hoped that the foreigner would have 
sent, freo of any expense to them, 
models of all kinds of engines to be 
used in war, -Krapp guns, torpedoes, 
shell, armonr-plates, &e., were tho 
articles they had set their minds on; 
and finding that the dealers in such - 
weapons maintained a decent reserve, 
and did not rush in to sacrifice them. 
selves on the altar of loving-kindness, 
the Chinese officials very soon grew 
tired of tho affair. So it happens that 
a few empty rooms, a grass-grown 
court-yard, and a native porter who 
is generally away when a yisitor 
demands admission, are the only result, 
after five years’ working, of the scheme 











put forward by Chinese admirers, as 
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the germ of a Great Exhibition. If 
the Home agents lad been less wide- 
mouthed, we could well have refrained 
from again dragging the matter into 
publicity. As it is, it is only anotber 
jnstancs of the wide discrepancy which 
exists in China between promise and 
performance. Yet, strange to say, no 
sooner does one batch of admirers 
turn away in disgust, than another is 
ready to come on and, in spite of 
the accumulated experience of some 
forty years, again raise the cry of 
Chinese progressiveness. Even from 
an interested point of view, snch con- 
duct is a mistake; but it betrays a 
wenk mind or ill-balanced intellect to 
continue the ery in the face of the 
overwhelming weight of evidence to the 


contrary. 








‘MR, HENNESSY’S MISGOVERNMENT. 
Tur sentimental weakness for subject 
races which seems to be the distinguish- 
ing featuro of Mr. Hennessy’s character, 
appears to be leading him again into 
precisely tho same course of impolicy 
which caused so much trouble in Barba- 
doves. People at bome are not very 
well informed about Hongkong. Beyond 
a general impression that it is 
gomewhere on the coast of China, and 
is an extremely small place, nine 
hundred-and-ninety-nine out of a 
thousand know nothing; and even the 
Colonial Office probably is very little 
aware of the real conditions of life and 
society in the island. No donbt it 
thought it was sending Mr. Hennessy 
to a place where—if the Barbadoes 
fiasco had not cured him of his 
crotchets—he could at least air them 
with impunity; where—if he was uot 
likely to increase the prosperity of the 
colony—he could ab least not do much 
harin. And in ove respect this is 
true. He could hardly succeed, by the 
most ingenious system of petting the 
Chinese residents, in bringing about tho 
riots and the dead-lock which occurred 
at Berbadoes; but he does seem in a 
fair way to bring about a condition of 
affairs nearly as dangerous, by « syste- 
matically weak administration of justice. 
Small as it is, Hongkong is not a place 
which can be govertied anyhow. Its 
weak point.is its proximity to the 
mainland, and the tempting field it 
offers to the criminal classes of Canton. 





‘In Sir Horeules Robinson, Sir Richard 


Macdonald, and Sir Arthur Kennedy, 
Hongkong has bad a succession of able 
administrators who recognised this posi- 
tion, and by a firm and judicious policy 
gradually established order, and mado 
things so uncomfortable for bad charac- 
ters that the colony, despite its sitna- 
tion, had come to be as orderly and 
free from exceptional crime as any 
average community. Not content to 
let well alone, Mr. Hennessy is tending 
to undo all this, and, by a policy 
of sentimental weakness towards the 
criminal classes, which ean have no 
other effect than to encourage crime, 
to let the colony fall back into the state 





of insecurity from which it has been 
carefully educed.—An ordivary man 
would be content to assume that the 
experience of his predecessors had pro- 
bably not led them altogether astray, 
and would defer initiating an opposite 
poliey until be had at least hnd time to 
acquaint himself somewhat with the 
people and the society he was going to 
reform. Bat Mr. Hennessy was not 
content to wait; he at once abolished 
one deterrent force, in expressing disap- 
proval of flogging; and the Chief Justice 
has, curiously enough, discovered simul. 
taneously that the sentences of deporta- 
tion which have been passed upon crim- 
inals, are illegal in cases’ where the date 
of the warrants and of their execution 
did not exactly coincide. There are at 
present a large number of deportation 
warrants made out in the same form 
as the one on which this decision was 
based ; and, according to the decision of 
the Chief Justice, they are all null and 
void. So that, practically, a number of 
the scoundrels who have been sent out 
of the colony find themselves at liberty 
to return, while the mode of punishment 
which was most effectual in deterring 
them from crime is no longer in opera. 
tion. Enquiry and observation would 
probably have shown Mr, Hennessy that 
simple confinement in gaol is hardly 
any punishment to a Chinaman. He is 
better housed and fed than he would 
be outside ; and deprivation of personal 
liberty is to him a trifling incon- 
venience. But the lash he does dread, 
and fear of the lash was most effectual 
in keeping him in order. Yet Mr. 
Hennessy, in defiance of the experience 
of bis predecessors and of the univer- 
sal opinion of the colonists, native as 
well as forcign, bas introduced his 
own crotchet, with the effect that 
crime bas sprang into renowed activity, 
and people are dreading a return to 
the days when it was not safe to ven- 
tare alone beyond the limits of the 
town. To quote the Ohina Mail, “the 
aggravating point in regard’ to these 
changes is that they have been intro- 
duced by a newly-arrived administrator 
in the Colony, who, from anything we 
know to the contrary, bad not previ- 
ously spent twenty-four hours in either 
Hongkong or China. Tho British 
Government and Administration are iu 
spirit and in practice representative of 
the people. Vow populi, vox adminis. 
trationis, is tho ruling principle not 
ouly in the government of the British 
isles, but, so far as is consistent with 
safety aud the interests of the mother 
country, in that of the whole of the 
British Colonies. Here, however, we 
seem to be entirely at tho mercy of 
oue high official, who is not elected by 
the colonists to the position he occupies, 
and who appears to possess views on 
local matters entirely at variance with 
those of nearly everybody else here. 
We have not heard of the Legislative 
Conneil being consulted in any ono 
matter since Mr. Hennessy’s arrival ; 
certainly it could not bave been con: 
sulted on the question of fogging. In 








placing his veto on flogging, we are 
perfectly convinced His Excellency 
merely represented himself. ‘The sav- 
ing of the scoundrel Wong Apo and 
his confréres, convicted of brutal vio- 
lence, from the lash, was neither in 
accordance with the wishes of the 
native or the foreign population of 
the Island. We do not consider it 
healthy for the Government of any” 
Colony, much less such a pecaliarly- 
constituted one as Hongkong, for its 
high administrative functions to bo 
discharged by one person, who is an 
entire stranger to the quarter of tho 
globe in which it is situated, and who 
seems to be superior to outside or any 
counsel but that of his own mental 
churning.” Tho Mail does not mince 
matters, bat there seems no doubt that 
it expresses the feelings of the com- 
munity. 





THE FUTURE OF SHANGHAI. 
Ir is always hazardous to venture on 
prophecy, but yet every Shanghai 
resident must just now find himself 
forecasting the probable destiny of 
the great and important Settlement 
which has cost so much money to 
found, to develope, and to govern; 
and in the well-being of which so 
many foreigners aro largely interested, 
Of course, it is possible that sinister 
predictions may come true, and that 
wo may be reduced by the narrowing 
of tho stream of the Hwangpoo to 
utter insignificance. The appeals to 
Peking to get the Woosung Bar dredged 
have hitherto beon regarded’ as idlo 
fancies, and a deaf ear bas been turned 
to the careful and urgent memorials 
that bave been from time to time ad- 
dressed to the representatives of Foreign 
Powers. All we can do is to hope that 
tho last letter of the Chamber of Com- 
merce on this subject may meet with 
more acceptance than its predecessors, 
and will not be pigeon-holed as so 
many former memorials have been, If 
energetic action succeeds in inducing 
the Ministers to press this vital point 
on the Imperial Government, however, 
and -our continuance is secured, we 
must be prepared for existence under 
changed conditions. The Chinese aro 
rapidly taking possession of some of 
our most eligible situations, and are 
swarming thick and fast in onr streets. 
It is too late to say they never 
should have been allowed to come in, 
‘They are here, in ever-inerensing num- 
bers. This is an accomplished fact. 
What will be the result? Somo 
prophets of ill say that the place is 
ruined. We cannot endorse this 
gloomy and hopeless view. ‘The ports 
opened so ominously on the first of 
April will not, in ail likelikood, as wo 
have previously shown, become great 
and thriving Settlements in a fow 
months. It is obvious that there is 
not now sufficient capital or sufficient 
élan in the foreign merchant to induce 
him to repeat the experiment made at 
Hankow, and to erect vast hongs at 
Tchang, Wubu or Wénchow. ‘lo do 
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so, indeed, would be extremely foolish. 
But these towns, ontlets and ports of 
supply for extensive and rich districts 
will all conduce to the prosperity of 
Shanghai. ‘Tea will still be brought 
hore, just as cotton is brought for 
shipment to New York, becauso of 
the facilities for export which this 
large and wealthy emporium pre- 
sents and will continue to present. 
But the residents will change their 
manner of living. They will cease to 
reside in the Settlement, and will build 
moro country-houses along the Bubbling 
‘Well Road and at Hongkew, beside 
tho banks of the river ; perhaps in some 
cases, if the railway is not taken up, at 
Woosung. This arrangement will have 
its advantages, There are evils in a 
man residing at his place of business. 
He is constantly interrapted by tele- 
grams, and is tempted to work needlessly 
in his office, to the detriment of health. 
In the future, he will leave business and 
its cares behind him when his office 
closes, and enjoy himself with his family 
in his rural villa, as merchants do at 
home. The Bund will be occupied 
mostly, wo imagine, with offices ; and 
possibly, though the prospect of such a 
contingency is unpleasant, with wharves. 
But the dark side of the picture re- 
mains to be noticed. It is prophesied 
by men thoroughly conversant with 
the place, that the whole area of 
the Settloment up to the Kiangse 
Road will erelong bo occupied by 
Chinose, If this is the case, the future 
is not, in a sanitary point of view, 
a cheerful ove, There aro not more 
than three “iungs” to the Settlement, 
the Cathedral Compound, the British 
Consulate Compound, and the Public 
Garden ; and these will not be sufficient 
to render the place healthy. It is 
unfortunate, but we fear this is the 
probable future of Shanghai. 








‘THE PROGRESS OF THE WAR. 


Hysw7s aro tonding rapidly to justify 
Lord Derby's remark, that the time 
when intervention in the Hast might be 
opportune was probably not far wis- 
tant. Hverything tonded to show that 
decisive fighting must take place shortly 
botweon the opposing forces in Bul- 
garia; and tho battle now going on at 
Plevna is probably the first of a series 
which will shortly decide the present 
campaign. If the Russians can subdue 
Osmon Pasha, the road to Sophia and 
tho whole eastern portion of Bulgaria 
will be open to them. Henco the im- 
portance of the position, and the re- 
peated efforts that have been made to 
carry it. How completely the first 
attack was foiled, we have seen from 
papers brought by the Inst mail. The 
Russian right wing, which formed the 
army ofattack, was so badly defeated that 
Roumanians had to be asked to gar- 
rison Nikopolis while it was being 
strengthened and reorganised. Now, 
after five weeks preparation, the Rus- 
sians have again advanced to the attack, 
under circumstances which justify us 





in assuming that they are bringing to 
bear the whole force they can make 
available, or at any rate such a force as 
their generals calculated should make 
success a certainty, if success is to be 
achieved. The attack was preceded by 
six days’ bombardment of the Turkish 
positions ; and on the 11th September 
a general assanlt- was made which 
resulted in the Russians takiug four 
redoubts, at a cost of threo generals 
and 5,000 men wounded and an un- 
known number of killed. The gain 
was not great aftor so mucit preparation, 
and proves the desperate resistanco 
that was enconntered. But even this 
measure of success has been since re- 
versed. A telegram from London of 
the 16th September says the Turks 
have succeeded in recapturing three of 
the four redoubts, and that the loss on 
tho Russian side during the fighting 
was “enormous.” So far, then, one 
redoubt is the measuro of the impres- 
sion they have been able to make 
on the Turkish positions ; and, in spite 
of this prize, the balance of ad- 
vantage seems rather’ to rest with 
the side which bas so far heldvits 
own, with this exception, against the 
exhausting efforts of the assailants. 
Besides, the garrison does not appear 
to be left unsupported. A telegram 
of the samo date as that announcing 
the recovery of the redouble, says 
that Suleiman Pasha bas silenced the 
Russian batteries on wliat we assumo 
to be the Troyan road. This is a rond 
leading due south from Plevna to the 
Balkans, and the inference we draw is 
that Suleiman Pasha is operating from 
this direction against the besieging 
forco. 

‘Wo said at the outsot that the action 
promised to rank as a decisive one. 
Tf the Russians succoed in taking 
Plevna, Osman Pasha’s army will pro- 
bably be crushingly defeated in the 
action, and the road to Sophia thrown 
open to the invader. But if this now, 
and wo must assume exhaustive, effort 
of the Russians be defeated, he 
will be able to join in the forward 
movement with Mehemet and Suleiman 
Pashas, and the positions of the Russians 
south of the Danube will be dangerously 
threatened. The Russian left wing 
has, in fact, so far been even more 
unfortunate than the right. ‘The latter 
has failed to take Plovna; but the 
former was encountered and defeated at 
Eskijuma, in ita attempted advance on 
Shumla; and has apparently been 
followed and again twice defeated, at 
Karahasankioy and Katzelevo, on its 
retreat. The siege of Rustchuk has 
been raised, and the line of the Lom 
freed from the invader. And Mebemet 
Ali, according to the latest advices, 
was preparing to attack the Russian 
positions on the Jantra, which was the 
lino of their first advance. Much, very 
much, therefore, we repeat, must depend 
on the result of the fighting now going 
onat Plevna. Tf the Tarkish left wing 
is defeated there, Mehemet Ali will 
probably be compelled to halt in 





his advance; while if the Russians 
are finally repulsed, they probably will 
find themselves driven back in turn on 
Nikopolis and Sistova, and their in- 
vasion as completely foiled for the timo, 
as the similar movement in Armonia, to 
which the course of the present cam- 
paign seems to offer a striking resem- 
Blance. 





REVIEW. 


The China Reviee— 
July avd August, 1877. 
The present number of the China Review 
hardly comes up to the average in the 
character of its contents, containing, in fact, 
scarcely « paper rising to mediocrity. The 
only exceptions we have to make are the 
introductory chapter on the practical 
subject of interpretation at Hongkong, by 
Dr. Bitel, and eon short notes on Chinese 
marriages by X.Y. Z. With regard to the 
first of these, Dr. Eitel has well pointed 
out the deficiencies in the interpretation in 
the Government offices of the Colony, a 
deficiency which, under the sensible rules 
of Sir Hercules Robinson, steps were taken 
to correct ; though unfortunately the samo 
wisdom in’ filling offices has not been dis- 
played by subsequent colonial governors, 
‘Though immediately concemed with the 
local Government of the Colony, Dr. Eitel’s 
remarks on interpretation haye a general 
value, He cortainly is correct in placing a 
high value on the attainment of now 
ledge of the written character, and points 
out that much progress could be made 
before leaving England by a course of 
studies, say under Dr. Legge, with the 
assistanco of a good native teacher. At the 
5 1o we do not agree with Dr. Eitel 
in his ideas as to the Peking dialect. We 
think it would certainly be advantageous 
that the student of Cantonese should Jearn, 
alongside that dialect, the general speech of 
China ; but this is certainly not Pekingese, 
and he would find, practically, that ho 
would have to unlearn a great part of his 
education in Pekingese before he could 
understand, or be understood, in ordinary 
Chinese. We have to differ also from Dr. 
Eitel in his views as to the relative dif- 
ficulty of the dialects. In our opinion, the 
simplest in structure and the easiest to learn 
is the Cantoneso, and this in the face of its 
apparently complicated but really simple 
series of tones, 
unhapp' 









‘The tile of the second paper, 
posthumous, owing to the early deat 
of its author, the late Rev. ©. F, Preston, 
of Canton, is a misnomer. It i 
tho ‘Constitutional Law of the Chineso 
Empire.” If “ Whitaker's Almanack” or 
the “Gourt Guide” may be called the 
Constitutional Law of England, the title 
has been well chosen ; but this is hardly 
what we should expect. 

‘The translation of the “Tang Hou Chi,” 
by Mr. Oxenham, is continued. We would 
like to see the abilities of the rising genera- 
tion of sinologues more usefully employed. 
—S,” roviews in unfavourable terms Dr. 
Burdon’s “Chinese Primer.” We have not 
seen the book, but judge from the review 
that the strictures azo well deserved.—MIr. 
Alabaster’s “Law of Inheritance” is, we 
feel certain, capable of more able treatment 
at his hands. notices of new books in 
the China Review are always interesting. 
Dr. von Wagener has apparently got on the 
right track with regard to Chinese music, 
‘but, like many of his countrymen, cannot 
stick to it. What has a professedly scien- 
tific treatise on the intervals in Chinese 
music to say to the farrago of nonsense to 
which the “Yih King” treats us in refer- 
ence to the “Pah Kwa’? The “Notes on 
Chineso Marriages,” though short, are 10 
the point, and will always be useful for 
reference.’ It is hard to follow Dr. Eakins 
in his “Studies in Words.” He attempts 


ona mistaken rhyme to join Ef and Sil, 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


_ Spr. 22, 1877. Che 2. 





2€. Healy and &. €. & C. Gasette. 


271 








“The Chinese grammarians themselves saw 
the difficulty ; not so Dr. Edkins. He'can- 


not understand that J and ‘Gf need not 
necessarily be the same word, because they 
both mean “to hear.” What of the roots 
“phar,” “dhar,” and “tol”? They all 
mean’ “to hear,” but no one tries to found 
a recondite scionce of philology on the oc- 
currenco. Dr. Edkins must establish some 
simple rule, such as Grimm provided for 
the Aryan tongues, before his researches 
can be of any practical value. 








@Outports. 








WUOHANG. 


‘As you recently devoted a leading article 
to the outrage which occurred here about 
two months ago, you may be interested to 
Tearn the subsequent, proceedings in the 
case, There is very little satisfuctory in- 
formation to relate, as notwithstanding the 
capture and imprisonment of eight students, 
fathing has “been. done, except under 
pressure from tho British’ authorities, and 
ho decision has yet been given, or punish- 
ment inflicted. 

‘The Mandarins allowed a whole month 
to pass before they bestirred themselves at 
all in the matter. “Possibly fear of arousing 
tho hostility of the body of students may 
have prevented them from taking any 
decided step during the carly part of the 
military examinations. It is certain, how- 
ever, that during this timo they en- 
deavoured, in the most culpable manner, 
to make light of the offence; and the 
natural vesult was that the students openly 
boasted of their impunity, and were con- 

ulating each other on’ how well they 
find thrashed the foreign devils, 

‘heir triamph was only hor-lived_ after 
all, and retribution came at last from a 

uarter whence they least expected it. 
Suddenly waking up to the real rity, of 
the situation, and most probably fearing the 
result of an appeal to Peking, the mandarins, 
without any warning, called out during 
tha night body of foreign-armed troops, 
and seized twenty-nine men supposed to 
concerned in the riot. Theso wore after- 
wards reduced to eight, threo of whom 
admitted their guilt, and the other five were 
proved guilty. A subsequent examination 
took place at the District Magistrato’s 
yamén, in the presence of Her Majesty's 
Topresentative and one of the gentlemen 
injured, along with the latter's Chineso 
servant, Tho prisoners were brought out 
in couples, and must have been im- 
prested by the unusual sight of a guard 
of soldiers lining the inner and outer courts 
of the tribunal. This precaution against a 
possible surpriso and attempt at rescue was 
deemed necessary while the examinations 
swero still in progress. When these were 
over and the students had dispersed, which 
they did in hot hasto on this occasion, the 
guard was withdrawn. 

Of the eight prisoners, two wore clearly 
identified as having taken part in the attack ; 
other two were recognized but with 
less certainty, and the remaining four 
passed unrecognized. It is singular that, 
notwithstanding the energy displayed by 
the officials in capturing 29 men, thoy 
should nevertheless profess their inability 
to discover and produce the real ring- 
Ieaders of the riot, and specially the 
man who strack the deadliest blow, as 
also the man who coolly stole tho spectacles 
from the foreigner’s face. 

Another remarkable circumstance that 
transpired during the public examination, 
was that each of the prisoners belonged to 
the same part of this province, namely 
Hing Kwoh, about 150 miles from Hankow. 
It is a part of the country noted for the 
rude and lawless character of its population, 
and it may throw some light on this affair 
if ve mention that an outbreak against the 














Roman Catholics of that region, in which 
a foreign priest was grossly insulted and a 
chapel destroyed, was reported only two 
years ago. The French imposed a humiliat- 


ing punishment upon the gentry of the | P**! 


district concerned, and it is quite open to 
conjecture whether the present attack 
may not in some way be connected 
with the settlement of the previous offence. 
A fecling of revenge, which is by no means 
a subordinate feature of the Chinese char- 
acter, as well as the general unreasoning 
hatred of all foreigners, may have inspired 
these men to attack the first unoffending 
‘victim who chanced to come in their way. 
No further in the case is likely 
to be made rs are received from 
Peking. Meanwhile it is almost. sufficient 
punishment that the offenders have already 
endured all the indignities and horrors of 
a Chinese prison, or else have had to pay 
dearly for any alleviation of their sufferings. 
Chinese jailors, attorneys and magistrates 
are not easily’ appeased. They live by 
bribery and extortion, and once a man is in 
their hands he does not readily escape. 








WENCHOW. 

‘Matters aro pretty well in statu quo, 
the officials mildly demanding lekin at 
whatever rates they can get, and taking 
promises to pay in lion of money. In 
some instances, (where ee {iets sup- 
posed to be insignificant), a show of forcing 
the tax is made. Demands are also freely 
made for a payment of back lekin, ie., that 
due on goods imported since the opening of 
the port. It is important to note that only 
a very nominal rate of lekin was levied 
in a few instances prior to the arrival of 
foreigners; and in a great many cases 
none at all. All this zeal in imposing tho 
“nilitary tax,” and the sudden discovery 
of the necessity for it, has sprung into 
existence contemporancously with foreign 
advent. ‘The officials, however, seem to 
have been a little scared—thanks to the 
energy of our Consul—and havo called in 
all the pamphlets previously circulated, 
tom out those precious rules, and now. 
simply content themselves with issuing 
the baro tariff. An original book cannot 
ergot at present for love or money, and I 
have no doubt but that even tho condensed 
translation, which appeared in you late 
issue, caused much timorous regret in the 
official breast. A foreigner who sold some 
goods to a native the other day, finding 
that the purchaser was thought to belong 
to the class available for pressure, volun- 
teered to pay the /ekin himsolf, and include 
it in the price, but he was most anxiously 
and repeatedly informed by the officials 
that. they ‘would on no account take a 
single cent from a foreigner until the 

jower to enforce payment arrived from 

eking.” ‘They eventually squeezed the 
buyer, however. 

‘Meantime we are withoutsteamers. Why, 
wwe know not; the Chinese here declare that 
they, have no end of cargo in Shanghai 
waiting for conveyance. The U.S.S. Palos 
came in to-day and brought us some news 
of the outer world; when we shall next 
hear, ess or rather badness only 
knovs.—Cholera has appeared to a limited 
extent, but the sanitary advantages of this 
place—its perfect ‘unusual 
cleanliness—lead us to hope this dread 
diseaso may not become epidemic. Wo 
have had incessant rain for the last ten 
days, and the natives say we may expect 
a continuation of the same pleasant 
condition until the end of the month. 
Lam obliged now to fall back on the usual 
feminine excuse for concluding an un- 
interesting letter, by stating (what in this 
case is a fact) thet “we positively have no 
nows, it is quite too awfully dull;” so 
looking for better luck next time I will at 
present sign myself 








Sres. 











FOOCEOW. 


‘Tho cholera death rate has, the Herald 
says, continued on the decrease during the 
t week ; and the natives are professi 
fo feel more at ease. The general health: 
of the foreign residents is good.—Tho dis- 
ease has however broken out on the island 
of Ockseu, and the inhabitants are flying 
in numbers to the mainland.—Ting Futal 
left for Swatow in one of the Arsenal gun- 
Doats on Monday last, ‘The ancestral home 
of this distinguished official is near the 
above named port, in the provinco of 
Kwang Tung. His Excellency will be 
absent for about three months, during 
which time the gubernatorial duties will be 
discharged by the Provincial Treasurer, or 
Fantai—Another investigation into ‘the 
Porter case has, the Herald understands, 
been held before the Provincial Judge and 
Grain Taotai, in the presence of the United 
States Secretary of Legation, and has 
resulted in. a complote refutation of the 
changes against ox-pilot Porter. An exam 
ination of the Chinese prisoners (Porter’s 
employer) conclaively’ showed that they 
had been brutally tortured ; and, while un- 
der torture, had given false evidence 
against Porter, the United States Consul, 
and the Consular Interpreter. It was fur 
ther elicited that this evidenes was obtained 
through tho instrumentality of _ Chén 
Taotai, whose personal relations with the 
American Consul have been of a notoriously 
unfriendly character for some time it. 
The legal gontlomen retained by. Ghén 
‘Taotai were not permitted to plead in the 
Chinese Court, but the Herald understands 
that a re-examination of Porter in the 
United States Consular Court was proposed 
by the Seoretary of Legation, with a view 
to giving theamiable Taotai an opportunity 
of employing the legal talent at his dis- 
oral. As no action seems to have been 
taken in this direction, we may conclude 
that there aro no tenable grounds for a re- 
hearing HLS. Mosyuito arrived. from 
Keelung on the 10th and left for Wénchow 
on the morning of the 18th.—On Friday 
Tast, the date of a predicted gale, there 
cceitrred one of tho most severe thunder- 
storms of the season, accompanied by 
heavy rain, and there has been a succession 
of storms and rain ever since. ‘Tho Herald 
says all aro. getting impatient of the con- 
tinted heat ‘and tsettied weather, but 
there are alrealy indications of an’ oatly 
autumn, which it is to be hoped will be 

quickly realised. 
"Tho Market Report says :—A fair amount 





of business in Tea has been passing during. 


the week under review. Congou—Settle- 
ments 11,567 chests, at Ts. 5.5 428 (short). 
There is’no quotable change in rates to 
notice. Arrivals from: the country are 
steady, and consist chiefly of the common 
ds” ‘Teamen state that the stock up 
country is large, and that very small in- 
ducoment is necessary to secure’a plentiful 
supply. It is reported that considerable 
purchases are being made to-day (14th). 
Freight.—To London, per steamer, £3. 
Vessels Loading—For London—Nil ; for 
Australia—Christian, Spinaway, and Kate 
Conley ; for Cape Town—Crested Wave and 
Catherine Marden. Vessels expected to 
load—For London—steamers— Olympia, 
Gleneagles, Antenor, and Agamemnon. 








HONGKONG. 
As has become customary since Mr. 





Henness; licy has hadtime to take 
effect, eiminal ocetrences form the Tend. 
ing feature in Hongkong news. The body 
of a little girl was found outraged and 
strangled on the hill side at Wanchai, on 
the Tith instant. On the same day,’ five 
$100 notes were stolen from the Rev. 
Father B. Vigano. The Revd. gentleman 
was attending the Police Court in reference 
to some property which was stolen from 
him on the 4th instant by his servant, and 
which had been traced to two pawnbrokers. 
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During his absence on this prosecution, the 
house was left in charge of his new servant, 
who is a proselyte to the Roman Catholic 
faith. ‘This apostate took the opportu- 
nity to rob his master of his money, 
amounting to $500 and other things. 
His Excelleney’s new policy appears to 
have painfully touched even the members 
of the Racquet Court, that building having 
been twice forcibly entered of late by bur- 
glarious natives—-on the second occasion 
the thieves tied up- the coolies in charge, 
and after turning out the wardrobes of the 
members, carefully selected such shoes as 
appeared’ worth anything and decamped. 
In fact, the China Mail anticipates that it 
may have ere long to resume its stand- 
ing columns of ‘Last Night's Robberies,” 
of which the vigorous measures of Sir 
Richard MacDonnell ultimately deprived 
it, Two distinct alarms of robbers were 
given on the night of the 13th. Both 
alarms were on the rise of the hill, and itis 
reported that revolvers are being cleaned and 
burnished for immediate use in case of need. 
—The Mail says among the passengers who 
arrived by the Golden Spur, there were 4 
men, part of the crew of a native Junk 
which had been taken by pirates in Hainan 
waters. One of the four had received a 
shot wound which penetrated from the left 
side to the back, and the man has been 
sent to Hospital by Dr. Adams to have the 
bullet extracted. Piracy must be pretty 
rife in Annamite waters, as no less than 25 
men suffered decapitation the. day tho 
Golden Spur left Touron.—An extraodinary 
meeting of the shareholders in the China 
Traders’ Insurance Company has been held 
at the Offices, Queen's Road, to confirm 
the resolutions passed at the last mecting 
for altering the 5th Article of the Com- 
pany’s Memorandum of Association in such 
manner as to provide for a subdivision of 
the Company’s existing Shares of one-third 
the amount fixed by the said Memorandum 
of Association ; and for altering Articles 
81 and 78 of the Company's Articles of 
‘Association in the manner required by thi 








tion, The confirmation of the resolutions 
as proposed by, Mr. Nelson, seconded by 
‘Mr. Hayllar, and passed unanimously. The 
meeting was of an entirely formal character. 
—A very closely contested rifle match came 
off at Kowloon on Wednesday 


xy, between six 
members of tho Polico Foro and six 
Sorgeants of the Royal Engineors, the 
former winning by 15 points, and Inspector 
‘Whitohead making the highest score. The 
contestants were the crack shots of each 
corps, and the Martini-Henri rifle was the 
weapon used. ‘The distances were 200, 
500, and 600 yards, seven shots at each. 








CANTON. 

‘he river pikes Keep moving. We are 
continually hearing of some of their doings. 
About a week ago a passenger and cargo- 
boat sailed from Canton to Sai Chew, a 
distance of thirty miles. When she had 
proceeded about half way she met three 
piratical junks, who at once commenced an 
attack upon her. A stout resistance was 
offered for half-an-hour, but in the end 
tho pirates succeeded in possessing them- 
selves of the cargo, which was of a valuable 
description. 

On the night of the 7th inst. another en- 
counter took place between a cargo-boat 
and two piratical junks, the result of 
which was opposite to that in the former 
case, the cargo-boat capturing the two 
attacking boats, and four of the pirates, the 
remainder jumping overboard. 

‘The gambling-houses in the Western 
suburb are as flourishing as ever. ‘The in- 
habitants of the neighbourhood have peti- 
tioned the authorities, but can obtain no 
relicf. It is said the gamblers pay heavy 
black mail to the petty officers under whose 
jurisdiction they are, and are protected by 
‘them.—Daily Press. 

13th Sepi. 





‘MACAO. 

The Portuguese transport ship Africa is 
expected to leave in October Fayed 
for the Macao station and will probably 
arrive here in December. By the same 
ship is expected Mrs. Pedro Loureiro, 
late of Shanghai, who comes out to the 
East again to assume the functions of 
teacher in the Government School here. 
Mrs. Dr. Crespo, who has been residing in 
Lisbon for some time, is also expected to 
return to Macao by the Africa. 

There has been some disturbance lately 
at Taipa, the Chinese complaining of the 
heavy taxation to which they were sub- 
jected. His Excellency the Governor, 

nhor Carlos Eugenion da Silva, went 
over himself and settled everything peace: 
ably. ‘The taxes have been reduced and 
the Chinese are now quite satisfied. 

We have had very bad weather lately, 
but have hitherto escaped a typhoon, and 
now hope that the season will pass without 
a visitation of this scourge, 

The lease of the gambling farm has not 
been settled” yet, so far as I can learn, 
The old lease will expire on the 11th inst, 
so that little time remains for making 
arrangements. I do not know what is 
likely to be done in the event of no further 
tender being made. 

One moro item in the way of a lusus 
nature. A week or two ago the wife of a 
Portuguese resident was delivered of a 
child which was born with all its teeth. It 
did not live long.—Daily Press. 

8th Sept. 


‘NAGASAKI. 

Cholera has broken out at Nagasaki, 
and is exciting much alarm among. the 
natives. Until the 14th, says the Rising 
Sun, the localities involved were supposed 
to be very limited, and it was with con- 
siderable dismay that we saw the public 
announcement of the presence of the dis- 
ease on board U. Ranger when the 
yellow lag was fying at the fore —The 

ets says medical inspection takes place of 
all the houses infected. ‘Those who show 
any symptoms of the diseaso are immedi- 
ately sent into quarantine on one of the 
adjacent islands, Happily the cool invigora- 
ting weather is coming on, and we may be 
spared a further spread of the scourge. — 

e Russian str. Sobol left on Saturday for 
Viadivostock. “H.M.S. Lily and Kestrel 
remain here, awaiting the arrival of the 
Admiral, The U.S.S. Ranger—a new 
ship onthe station—arrived’ here from 
‘Hongkong on the 8th instant. Her move- 
ments are unknown. H.M.S. Audacious 
and Vigilant are daily expected, and on 
their arrival several Court-martials will be 
held.—The little British steamer Lily, from 
Shanghai, was obliged to anchor twice on the 
way over on account of the heavy sea, which 
detained her 12 hours.—The 8.8. Bromese, 
on her passage from Kobe to Nagasaki, 
passed the German schooner Jalione on 
shore about two miles to the N.W. of 
Akashi. She was laden with suiphurie 
acid, but it is expected that after she has 
been lightened of some of her cargo she 
will float off. One steamer and two lighters 
had arrived from Kobe for the purpose of 
removing the cases. 








mi0G0. 
There is nolocal news in the Hiogo News, 
except of the sporting events to which the 
attention of the community seems chiefly de- 
yoted. In the Swimming Handicap reported 
in the last issue, which resulted in a dead- 
heat between Page and Walsh, the former 
has won. A quarter mile handicap has beon 
won by Gubbins. Another 220 yards handi- 
cap has been won by Henson. “A 100 yards 
handicap has been won by Symes. The 
first heat of a Yacht Race for a Challenge 
Cup will take place, weather permitting, 
on Saturday next, the 22nd instant, the 
course being twice round the harbour. 


YOKOHAMA. 

‘The Gazette says the Chinese traders in 
Xokohama are speculating largely in sce 
The last steamer of the Pacific Mail Com- 
pany, and the MM. steamer Volga, heneo 
for Hongkong, were full. The B. & 0. 
steamer Malacca and the French mail boat 
to follog ase fully. engaged for a similar 
cargo.—The Uyene Exhibition appears to 
be very successful. The Gazette says ap- 
proximately the total number of exhibitors 
is estimated at 18,000, that of the exhibits 
at 30,000 ; and the value of the articles on 
view at 175,200 yen. Exact statistics will 
be furnished after the close of the exhit 
tion.—Reports from Bungo state that the 
province was visited by a heavy gale on the 
24th of last month. In the neighbourhood 
of Tateishi tho rivers overfiowed. their 
banks and flooded the country, doing con- 
siderable damage to life and_ property. 
Houses, telegraph poles, and bridges were 
washed away, and seven persons and some 
cattlo drowned.—Vries Island, which has 
been in a state of repose for a few months, 
broke out into active eruption towards the 
end of August. The flames are now issuing 
from a new crater to the westward of the 
old one, which scoms to be quite extinct, 














Assen from Cape Sagami, the volcano 
presents a icent sight these. dark 
nights. The pilots says that at present it is 
by far the best light on thecoast.—The Snap, 


formerly aBritish gunboat, and the schooner 
Reindeer have been purchased af Nagas 
by Captain Walker of this port. ‘The vessels 
aro already fitted ontand arebound for Yoko- 
hama, the Reindeer having already sailed.— 
During the galo of the 26th ultimo, the 
man-of-war Riwjio Kuwan, which was an- 
chored in Kagoshima harbour, after cutting 
two cables, was stranded on the Gion bank. 
It appears she haa beon got off, and that 
the repairs will cost about $8,000.—The 
Kwantsu Marw foundered, and five or six 
of those on board were drowned. Other 
damage was wrought among the men-of-war 
and transports in the harbor, but no further 
loss of life is reported.—From the Gazette's 
translations from the native papers, wo learn 
that the opening of two ports in Corea, 
besides that of Fusan, was agreed to be effect 
ed within twenty months after the signing 
of the treaty between Japan and Corea, but, 
has been delayed owing to the south-west- 
em disturbances, Now many men-of-war 
have returned from the seat of war, and 
their services aro available for peaceful pur- 

ses; 80 the Nisshin-Kuwan will be 

lespatched for Corea some time this month 
for the purpose of surveying the two new 
ports, She is now in Yokoeka busily pre- 
paring for the expedition. —Tablets bearing 
the inscription of Monument in memory 
of Saigo,” all of which are surrounded by 
stone fences, have been found in six or 
seven different places between Hiuga and 
Bungo. On digging, some of them were 
found to conceal boxes containing fragments 
of paper money, and others the corpses of 
soldiers wearing clothes adorned with 
Saigo’s crest. 





Peking Gazettes. 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 

Sept. Ist.—(Extracts from Reports of 
the Supervisorates, F}4H). 1. Report 
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting 
the penalty which should be imposed upon. 
Ts’én Yii-ying, late acting Governor-General 
of Yiinnan and Kweichow, for an error in 
an exposé of the shortcomings of one of his 
subordinates. ript received: On his 
reippointment to office, let Ts'én Yii-ying 
be muleted in one year’s salary.—2. Report 
from the Board of Civil Office, submitting 
a penalty in the case of Tso ‘Tsung-t'ang, 
Governor-General of Kansub, ete., for the 
want of straightforwardness in- a report 





received from him, Resoript received : 
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Let Tso Tsung-t’ang be degraded by one 
‘step of honorary rank, and remain in 
post. Note.—The supervising Censors act 

. 88 a species of Audit Board, to secure the 
exact fulfilment of the letter of offici 
vegulations in all matters relating to the 
six administrative Boards. Mulcts of salary 
(which is never drawn), and the withdrawal 
Of steps of honorary rank (which are con- 
ferred with a special view to this 
contingency), are the penalties forming the 
result of their labours. 

(1)_ A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Mei K’i-chao, Governor of Chéh-kiang, 
who has enlarged upon the meritorious 
services performed in that province by the 
late ex-Governor of Kwangtung, Tsiang 
Yih-li (who died at Peking in the spring of 
1875), in the suppression of the Taiping 
rebellion. A posthumous title of honour 
is bestowed upon him as requested. 

(2) LiMing-cl’ih, Judicial Commissioner 
of Fuhkien (late Taotai at Hankow), memo- 
rializes reporting his arrival at his new post, 
‘and his assumption of office, on the 25th 
July. In the customary recital of the 
duties to which he accedes, he observes 
that, moreover, since the establishment of 
foreign commercial relations, aresponsibility 
of the highest importance has been super- 
added in the shape of the necessity for deal- 
ing impartially. in all cases of an inter- 
national character. 

2 The Governor of Yiinnan memo- 
rializes forwarding a statement presented 

‘Yi-k’o, 
ie bene- 














“by the ex-Gener-inchief, Yang 
snarrating the particulars’ of 
factions he had conferred upon the popula- 
tion of the western section of Yiinnan, 
from whence the majority of the “braves” 
shad been drawn with whose aid he had re- 
‘captured Ta-li Fu and the other cities held 
by the Mahommedan insurgents since the 
outbreak in 1856. He has now converted his 
Inte residence at Ta-li Fu into a College for 
the benefit of the students of Western Yiin- 
nan, which hehasendowed withrents derived 
from land and houses, in order to furnish 
stipends for the students and travelling 
allowances to the candidates proceeding to 
Peking for the civil and military examina- 
tions. The Governor, referring to the sur- 
render by Yang Yil-k’o of his admitted claim 
‘against Government for the Pay ‘of troops 
due to him, to the amount of Tis. 400,000, 
for which act honours have heretofore been 
decreed to him, now places this present 
most meritorious undertaking on his part, 
on record. 

(4) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General of 
Chilli, memorializes supporting an applica- 
cation’ made by the olticials sent from 
Yiinnan, vid Kwangsiand Canton, in charge 
of copper for shipment to Tientsin by 
steamer, to be allowed to carry merchandize 
free of Customs’ duty and likin to the 
amount of 1/3th of the weight of the copper, 
asa means of compensating them for the 
insufficient sum allowed by the regulations 
for freight on the metal. After setting 
forth the difficulties encountered in obtain- 
ing transport with the inadequate allowance 
provided, and admitting that the present 
application is unsupported by the regula- 
tions, he submits that the rule applied to 
the carriage of the Government rice by 
the steamers of the C. M. 8. N. Co. should 
be extonded to the transport of copper, as 
regards the future shipments yet to be 
made, and that it should operate equally 
for the water-carriage from the head of 
navigation in Kwangsi to Canton as for the 
steamer-shipment thence to Tientsin. The 
amount at present allowed to the C.M.S.N. 
Co. for freight and insurance on the copper 
carried from Shanghai to Tientsin, he ob- 
serves, is but Tl. 1 per picul.—Referred by 
rescript for the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue. : 

Sept. 2nd.—(1) A decree pronouncing 
sentences of degradation and punishment 
in the case of certain military officers 
charged by the Military Governor of Kirin 





with cowardice in operations against the 
mounted. banditii infesting that province, 


or with abandonment of their posts at the 


his | approach of the bands. Authority is given 


to inflict capital punishment in any future 
cases of the kind. 

@ a Reseript. Let Ts'tian K’ing become 
chief, and Shang Tsung-jui assistant, Sup- 
erintendents of the Customs of Peking. 

(8) Tso Tsung-t’ang, Governor-General of 
Kansuh, ete., memorializes denouncing Lin, 
Show-t'u, Lieutenant-Governor and Finan. 
cial Commissioner of Shansi, in violent 
terms, as having sought by a verbal juggle 
to reduce the amount of the monthly 
payment forwarded from the provincial 
exchequer to the military’ chest of 
the army of Sungaria, without incurring 
the pains and penalties provided against 
such diminutions in the supply. In 1869, 
he represents, it was arranged by the 
Board of Revenue that, of the sum of 
‘Tis. 3,324,000 which was to be furnished 
annually for the purposes of his mili- 
tary operations, the province of Shansi 
should pay a monthly sum of Tis. 30,000, 
besides which Tls. 20,000 were further to 
be provided monthly from the same source 
for the special behoof of the troops under 
Mu-t'u-shen. The Financial Com mer 
is now accused of having presented a report 
to the late Governor, shortly before the 
latter retired from office, by which he was 
hoodwinked into sanctioning a reduction of 
the monthly issues to the sum of Tis. 30,000, 
on the score of the removal of Mu-t’'u-shen’s 
particular command. ‘Tso Tsung-t’ang in- 
veighs fierily against the acts and ments: 
of the Financial Commissioner, ol serving 
at the same time that he is not ignorant of 
nor indifferent to the sufferings to which 
the province of Shansi has mn lately 
exposed by famine; and he solicits the 
punishment of Lin Show-t'u by way of 
warning. In the course of his memorial, 


a mention of “foreign loans” JE ¥ 


appears for the first time in the Gazette, in 
connection with the assistance rendered by 
the authorities of other provinces in the 
supply of the funds and the reimbursement 
of this description of indebtedness.—For 
rescript see Gazette of 23rd Aug. 

Sept. 3rd.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Board of Revenue, with 
reference to the case of the Financial Com- 
missioner of Shansi, who has been de- 
nounced by the Governor-General Tso 
‘Teung-t'ang for wilfully withholding the 
full amount of the monthly remittances 
due from that province to his military 
chest. The Board submit that the official 
in question has been guilty of a grave dere- 
liction of duty, and commands are now 
issued requiring the Board to decide upon 
the penalty he has incurred. The late 
Governor of the province, who accepted 
his representations without due enquiry, 
is also to be subjected to a penalty. 

(2) The Governor of Honan memorializes 
representing the suffering caused in that 
province by the prevailing drought and the 
Limes pe impoverishment of the pro- 
vincial exchequer, requesting permission to 
retain for disbursement two amounts, con- 
stituting a total of Taels 147,900 and’ odd; 
which should properly speaking be remitted 
to Peking.—Sanctioned by reseript. (See 
Gaz-tte of Aug. 25th.)., 

Sept. 4th.—(1) A Decree. Sung Kwei, 
Resident at Lassa, memorializes Us report- 
ing that the nephew of the Tenth Dalai 
‘Lama has died in consequence of an illness, 
and soliciting sanction by rescript to the 
‘succession to the rank thus vacated. We 
sanction accordingly the succession of 
P’ng-ts'o Wang tien, second nephew of 
the Tenth Dalai Lama, to the dignity of 
wearing the insignia of the first degreé of 
rank which has been vacated by the decease 
of Sonom ‘Cham-ts’an, nephew of the Dalai 
Lama. 

(2) A decree in answer to a memorial 
from Liu Ping-chang, Governor of Kiangsi, 
sanctioning the degradation and punish: 
ment of sundry district Magistrates, charged 

















with defaleation on the transfer of their 
accounts. 

_(3) The Governor-General of the ‘Two 
Kiang and the Governor of Kiangsu jointly 
memorialize soliciting remissions of taxation 
on behalf of certain districts within the 
Nanking prefecture, on the seore of their 
impoverished condition, —For reseript cee 
Gazette of Aug. 23rd. 

Sept. 5th.—(1) A*decree in answer to a 
memorial from the Censor She K'ing-sih, 
who has denounced a Taotai and Brevet 
Salt Commissioner in Kiang named 


Liu Wén-kai 3} 30 BY, a native of 
Nganhwei, as having ‘been originally a 
low-placed menial in official empl in. 
Chehkiang, who purchased a grade of tank 
under false pretences and has been suc- 
cessively advanced, on recommendation, to 
his present position, This is in flagrant 
violation of the law; and it is decreed 
accordingly that the offender be deprived of 
his rank and that the authorities of the 
provinces above-named do institute a’ 
stringent enguity and inflit the punish- 
ment which the laws prescribe. 

(2) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River, Li Hoh-nien, reports that the ten 
squadons composing the grain fet of the 
rear, the arrival of which on the south 
ank of the Yellow River has already been 
reported, reached Pali Miao, on the 
north bank, on the 15th July, where 
they lay for some days waiting for a 
suflicient rise of water to enable them to 
enter the northern section of the Canal. 
Between the 25th and 27th, the river rose 
upwards of four ch'ih, and it was deter- 
mined thereupon by. the authorities in 
charge to open the dam which had been 
constructed and to allow the water to flow 
in. This was done at midnight of the 20th 
July, and five of the squadrons were suc- 
ceasively floated into the Canal. In the 
course of the following afternoon, however, 
the river suddenly began to fall, and more 
than half of the sixth squadron was shut 
out from the Canal, tlie mouth of which 
was left dry. ‘The officials proceeded forth- 
with to construct ‘another dam and to 
dredge the Canil mouth to a greater depth, 
trusting to a later rise in the River to en- 
able the remaining junks to enter. 

Sopt. Gth.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from Ting Pao-ehéng, Governor- 
General of Sze-ch'wan, who has solicited 
Imperial sanction to the exection of temples 
in that ‘province and in Kweichow in 
commemoration of the late Governor of 
Kweichow, Tséng Pi-kwang. ‘The request 
is acceded to, and the biography of the 
deceased public servant is ordered to be 
enrolled in the national annals. 

(2) Pao Ying, Military Assistant-Governor 
at Kobdo, momorializes soliciting the issue 
of a new seal of office, to replace that which 
is now in use, and which has become worn 
and indistinct through age. It was original- 
ly issued, as the inscription it bears attests, 
in the year A.D. 1735.—Rescript : Let the 
Board of Ceremonies take note. 

Sept. Tth.—(1) A decree in answer to a 
memorial from certain members of the 
Censorate, who have reported ‘that ‘a body 
of officials and notables have subscribed 
the necessary funds for the establishment 
of a Charitable Asylum in the neighbour- 
hood of the West Gate of the Outer City 
of Peking, where. they propore to neosive 
and care for the distressed poor in winter. 
In conformity with the request preferred, 
an annual donation of 300 pienls of millet 
is ordained to be made. ‘The list of sub- 
scribers, submitted in a postscriptmemorial, 
is handed over to the proper Board fur 
consideration and report. 

(2) The Mongolian Superintendeney me- 
morializes at great length, presenting its 
report on the application forwarded through. 
the Resident at Lassa, in which sanction is 
entreated for the restoration to Tibet 
of the Galdan Silét’'u Nomén "Han, in 
the person of his reémbodiment, declared 
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to have beon found in the neighbour- 
hood of ’ao-Chow in Kansuh (see 
Guelte of 25th July.) The petition of the 
tribal chief in which this application is 
made, refers to the downfall and punish- 
ment of the Nomén "Han for the offences 
with which he was charged at Lassa in 
1844, but states that after the release of the 
banished dignitary from the place of his 
confinement in the Amur province in 1851, 
he had led a retired and blameless life until 
1854 at his native place in T’ao-Chow, 
where he died in that year just at the time 
when an application for his restoration to 
‘Tibet had been laid before the Throne. His 
reémbodiment in the person of a youth now 
in his seventeenth year is affirmed as 
perfectly authentic, and it is solicited 
that this re-incarnation of the deceased 
dignitary may be permitted to return to 
‘Tibet in a purely religious copa In for- 
i jis petition, the Resident refers 
ry of the predecessor of the 
individual in question, who was known 
as the Erdeni Nomén 'Han, Galdan Silét'u 
Avwang Ch'ulchim, who, in his earlier years, 
twice visited Peking and undertook, at the 
gommand of His Majesty then upon the 
throne, the conduct of divers affairs, in 
Thich "he aquitted himself satstactoril. 
‘He was twice placed at the head of tl 
‘ihotan Council of State, and concurrently 
invested with the office of Galdan Ch’e- 
(or Diba?) In this capacity greatly 
forwarded. the interests of religion, render- 
ing in this wise conspicuous service. His 
retmbodiment took place in the person 
of Awang Chambalch’uch’éngehamts’o, the 
Nonién ‘Han whose downfall took place 
in the manner referred to above, Tn com- 
menting upon this case, the Mongolian 
Superintendency quotes the series of 
Decrees which were issued with reference to 
the dogradation and removal of the Nomén 
Han, beginning with that of November 16th, 
1844, in which the crimes alleged against 
him ‘ave summarised, The Nomén "Han, 
Gnldan Silét’u Samadi Bakhshi, had been 
accused of levying pecuniary exactions, of 
forcibly taking possession of the lands and 
houses of others, of razing dwel 
the ground without lawful authori 
presuming wnwarrantably to use sedans 
and unsbetis of State, of iolently appro~ 
rinting the goods of traders, and of har- 
uring refugees from justice. A doubt is 
implied, in the decree in question, whether 
the offences alleged against the Numén "Han 
in tho report received from the Resident 
‘at Lassa after enquiry in conjunction with 
the Panshen Erdeni, had not beon of even 
a deeper dye, and whether he had not been 
guilty of something more than simple in- 
Activity in the case of the wound inflicted 
on the neck of the Dalai Lama, Farther 
enquiry was ordered, and the entire and 
absolute degradation’ of the culprit was 
ordered to be proceeded with. Tn a second 
decree of the same date the Imperial 
Resident at Lassa, Kishen, was reminded 
that the Nomén ’Han had been raised from 
tho most lowly condition among the lama 
priesthood to occupy the posts of dignity 
conferred upon him, in consideration of his 
ecclesiastical learning ; and that his con- 
Guct in acting overbearingly toward the 
Dalai Lama, the chief disciple of Tsung- 
Yhaba, and the Supreme Ruler of the 
Yellow Church throughout the world, had 
been most wicked and intolerable.” On 
receipt of a farther report from ‘Tibet 
the Mongolian Snperintendency and the 
Ministers of the Grand Council submitted 
2 proposed sentence to the effect that the 
Nomén ’Han, already degraded from his 
office and deprived of his titles of 
honour, should be banished to the 
Amur ‘and given as a slave to the 
‘private soldiery ; and farther that on his 
lecease, whether this should occur at the 
place of banishment or at his native home, 
should be forbidden forever the privilege 
of reappearing again on earth in human 
form, -as a warning to those who bring 
disgrace upon the Yellow Church. On the 
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6th May, 1845, an Imperial decree con- 
firmed this sentence, ordering the delin- 
quent to be transported to the Amur, kept 
in rigorous confinenient, and denied all 
communication with strangers. The re- 
maining terms of the sentence were likewise 
confirmed. In consequence of the Act of 
Grace proclaimed in 1850 (on the accession 


of Hien Féng), a decree was issued on the | 


bth May of that year, permitting the de- 
linquent to return ‘to his native place, 
where he was to be kept under rigor- 
ous surveillance by the local authori- 
ties. An application which he submitted 


in 1854 through the Military Lieutenant- | 


Governor of Ch’ahar, tendering a con- 
tribution of Tis. 2,000 for the uses of 
Government, and soliciting permission to 
visit Wu-t’ai Shan to perform there a dis- 
tribution of alms, was rejected ther 
with the proffered amount; and shortly 
after this he died. ‘The Superintendency 
now sums up adversely to the request pre- 
ferred for the reidmission of the Nomén 
"Han to Tibet.—For rescript see Gazette of 
29th August. 


Public Meetings. 








MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 


At the Meeting of the Council, held in 
the Council Room, 17, | Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday,’ the 10th Sept., 
1877, at 9 o'clock a.m, 

‘Present—Messrs. J. Hart (Chairman), 
G. J. W. Cowie, P. G. Hiibbe, J. Bel 
Irving, E. H. Lavers, A. McLeod, 0. W. 
Si and the Secretary. 

i Minutes of the previous meeting 
are read and confirmed, and passed for 
publication. 

Cash Statement for week ending 8th inst. 
is submitted for inspection, and cheques 
for sundry accounts are signe 

ovnding Corner of Kiukiang and Sze- 












chuen Roads—Lot 39.—The offer of portion 
not accepted, the compensation 
considerably in excess of the 

on 


of Lot 3: 
asked bein; 
assessed value of the land, the basi 
which the Council are prepared to t 

Widening Szechuen and Canton Roads. 
‘The offer of a strip of Lots 201 and 2014 is 
accepted. 

‘Scavengering Settlement.—Report by In- 
spector of Nuisances on method of scaven- 
gering streets and removing garbage, is read. 














Gmasements, 


“Any RIFLE” CLUB. 

‘The second competition of this Club took 
place on the 14th inst. Firing was to have 
commenced at 6.45 a.m., but was delayed 
until 8.15 on account of the mist which 
hung over the range ; even then the light 
was not clear until after five rounds had 
been fired. 

‘The conditions were 15 shots at 900 
gids targets similar to those used at Wim 

edon, ic. Bull’s eye, 5; inner, 4; 
magpie, 3; cuter, 2. ‘The following were 
the highest scores 





Glass, D, Match H. Martini .. 324552155855515—62 
Sharp, C., Military Metford *: s45253983544 8456 
Sia, A.” Match Metford ..:. $3430555432245-—50 
Tucker, J.J. » 

Andres, 





THE ROYAL ILLUSIONISTS AT THE 
LYCEUM THEATRE. 


After so prolonged an absence of pro- 
fessionals worthy of patronage, it is pleasing 
to find that the Lyceum is at last occupied 
by a troupe of performers who are 
kel to sere the mpport and good opinion 
of play-going public. “The 
Ilusionists” have fame which alone went 





a great way to banish all presentiment, and 
it was, then, almost with a preconceived 
idea that they were well worth seeing, 
that people went to see them on Monday 
evening. They were welcomed by a good 
house, comfortably filled but not crowd- 
ed; and in a word it may be said that tho 
impression left on the mind by the exhibi- 
tions of the trio—apart or together—was 
that they are well-trained, clever, and grace- 
{ful performers, and while amusing their 
| patrons they fill them at the same timo 
| with wonderment. 

‘Mr. Kellar opened the performance with 
what ‘he appropriately styles ‘An hour 
in Dreasland,” comprising legerdamain 
of no ordinary kind. With two. tricks 
transferring a silk ‘pocket handkerchief 
from one je to another several yards 
away, and turning common bran’ into 
loaf sugar, and white and red coloured pay 
into milk and steaming coffee respectively, 
he secured the favourable opinion of the 
audience, and each successive trick alike 
increased the good impression made and 
further mystified the mind. They are too 
numerous to particularise at length, ‘but 
not one of them was uninteresting, and 
each was executed with an easiness and 
cleanness which was simply astonishing. 
‘The flying cago trick must be mentioned 

speciality, and must be seen to be 
believed. A cage containing a live 
is made to disappear, nobody knows where, 
without harm to the bind or damage to the 
cage. This was undoubtedly one of the 
best tricks performed, but scarcely second 
to it was tho facility with which silk hand- 
kerchiefs were dissolved close before the 
eyes of anxious spectators. When the cur- 
tain fell there was a general outburst of 
cheers; to which Mr. Kellar twice bowed 
his acknowledgments. 

Thore was then an intermission of ton 
minutes, and the curtain next rose on the 
wonderful cabinet seance by Kellar assisted 
by Ling Look. The cabinet was one of. 
the ordinary kind used by others for the 
purpose, and before the exhibition com- 
menced it was inspected by two prominent 
members of the Amateur Dramatic Club, as 
a committee to superintend everything that 
was dono. Kellar’s hands and fect bel 
tied, he was fastoned with his hands behin« 
him’ to a chair inside the cabinet. The 
knots were sealed, and when the doors 
were closed strange events occurred— 
hands and arms appeared from the cabinet, 
musical instruments were played, Kellar 
took off his coat while he was supposed to be 
tied as described, and whatwasmoreamusing 
ahat was transferred from his head to that 
of one of the gentlemen of the committee, 
The merriment occasioned by this latter 
event having subsided, Kellar untied him- 
self in the cabinet and, after a fow ex- 
planatory words, secured himself again in 
the short pace of twenty-five seconds in 
exactly the same way as he had been 
secured by the two gentlemen, and then 
he untied himself with amazing rapidity 
a second time. Tho exhibition is, of 
course, not new or confined to this troupe ; 
but it is the first time that it has been 
presented in Shanghai on so large or com- 
plete a scale, and its brilliant success will 
no doubt tend to attract good houses 
to the Lyceum while the troupe remains. 

Another interval of a few minutes, and 
then Yamadeva, entitled “The Man’ Ser- 
pent.” appeared. He is a contortionist of 
the highest class, and is, indeed, a fund of 
wonder in himself. His feats are not to 
‘be described in the space at our disposal. 
It is sufficient to say that what appears 
an utter impossibility is accomplished 
by him with grace and ease, and the 
enthusiasm of the sodienes was proof 
that they appreciated his skill equally with 
what had gone before, Though yot 
he is no mean rival to contortionists of 
the highest reputation, and not the least 
Got an be in igi 

oes nothing to jar the feelings o} 
sensitive, while everything he does is clever, 
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bold and astounding, and the gracefulness 
with which each feat is performed conceals 
difficulties and makes everything appear 


simple. 2 ; 

The performance closed with what is 
styled ‘La Cena Infernal,” by Ling Look, 
He eats and expectorates fire with perfect 
‘ease, and then consumes a quantity of raw 
material of the consistency of cotton and 
momentarily digests it into variegated 
ribbons, which flow from his mouth in 
quantities sufficient to supply the wants 
of all lady residents, ‘From the last hand- 
fal he extracts soores of his own. photo- 
graphs, which he distributes; and con- 
‘eludes by sending forth from the same 
small but inexhaustible store, a light on 
a pedestal several feet in length. 

With the downfall of the curtain the au- 
ience rose en masse and applauded loudly 
for soveral minutes, With such a brilliant 
‘beginning, the success of the troupe here 
is assured, and indeed such talent will 
command ‘sucess wherever it finds an 
‘outlet, whether in the ar East or. at Eng- 
Iand’s home of mystery, the Egyptian 4 
whence it is said to hail. 








prepared from the hard specimens with a 
special view to increase the percentage of 
morphia in the drug. 

For general pharmaceutical in 
England all these samples would be of little 
‘use, as in the British Pharmacopeia uni- 
formity of quality is required in all officinal 
preparation of opium, rather than high pre- 
centage of morphia.” With ‘to the 
commercial aspect of the question, looking 
at the high percentage of morphia found 
in the soft samples and the low price, viz., 
8s. per Ib., at which they are procurable in 
China, as recorded in Mr. Davenport's re- 
port, it is probable that they would euter 
into successful competition,—even in Eng- 
Jand,—with Turkey or any other opium for 
the manufacture of morphia ; and if uni 
form results could be relied on, they would 
no doubt find a ready market in Europe.— 
Fine Turkey opium at the present moment 
varies in price from 23s, to 20s. per Ib. in 


the London market, at a general standard of 
10 per cent. of morphia. 





Correspondence. 








Hliscellaneous, 








‘YUNNAN OPIUM. 


‘Wo have a pamphlet drawn up under the 
direction of the Society of Apothecaries, 
describing a collection of articles of Chinese 
Materia Medica, made by Mr. Davenport 
-during his recent visit to Yinnan. The 
‘specimens, which comprise roots, stems, 
Teaves, barks, woods, a few fruits and seeds, 
aid some specimens of native opium—were 
forwarded to the Foreign Oftice, and, by 
direction of Lord Derby, handed over to 
the Society of Apothecaries. ‘The vegetable 
specimens have been examined by Mr. 
Moore, Curator of the Society's Botanic 
-Garden at Chelsea, who has been able to 
determine tho genera of the greater part 
of thom.—The specimens of native opium 
have been examined and analysed by Mr. 
Stewart, Principal Chemical Operator to 
the Soviety, who furnishes a detailed 
account of their qualities. These details, 
together with a classified list of the 
botanical specimens, have been printed in 
the pamph let we have now before us, 
and from which we extract the following 
xemarks on the specimens of native opium 
submitted :-— 

In the preparation of the crude opium 
thero is room for improvement, but in the 














-samples of soft extract ther is evidence of | st 


‘much pharmaceutical skill 
‘The four hard samples, marked respec- 
tively—No, 1, Yiinnan Opium ; No. 2, Ta- 
lifu; No. 3, Yung-Chang-fu; No. 4, 
Chan-tung-fu, ‘have neither the odour nor 
‘general characteristics of Turkey opium, as 
prepared in the Levant and imported for 
the English market. They have, howorer, 
‘some of the qualities of Persian, Egyptian, 
and East Indian opium. The’ results of 
their analysis, as will be seen by the date 
annexed, show that they are inferior to 
‘Turkey opium in the yield of morphia, 
which is the really active principle and 
standard of commercial value of opium ; 
the highest result obtained being 8.05 per 
cent., whereas from 10 to 14 is obtained 
from ‘fine Turkey opium. 
‘The four soft samples marked respective- 
ly—No. 1, Yiinnan-fu; No. 2, Ta-li-fu ; 
- No. 3, Yung-Chang-fu; No, 4, Chan-tung- 
fu, have none of the essential characters of 
any of the well-known specimens of opium. 
“They present much more the appearance of 
an artificial preparation from the crude 
drug, resembling extract of poppy or of 
opium. On analysis, they yielded an amount 
‘al morphia nearly equal to three times as 
much as the dry samples (with one excep- 
tion) already referred to. From the high 
results obtained analytically, it is probable 





TRE FAMINE IN TE NORTH. 
To the Ettitor of the 
Nonra-Cama Heratp, 

Sm,—With the t before us of 
anothar severe famine’ ih, the ‘North of 
China, it seems to be time that some steps 
should be taken in the way of enquiring 
what are the best means that can be 
adopted for mitigating, as far as possible, 
the horrors which such a famine is certain 
to bring with it. Accounts from Shansi, 
Shantung and Chihii all point in one direc: 
tion, We must expect to hear, before 
many months have expired, fresh accounts 
of poverty, misery, and suffering, not less 
appalling than those which reached us at 
ts beginning of this year. It appears to 
me that by the prompt use of a little 
forethought and rightly directed enersy, 
it may be possible to render even more 
substantial and more valuable aid to the 
sufferers on the next occasion than was 
given to them on the last. ‘The spirit 
of generosity which was displayed by 
foreigners and wealthy Chinese resident 
in China, Japan and the Straits Set- 
tlements, ‘in the early part of this year, 
is by no means dead. Iam convinced that 
afresh appeal made to it, on behalf of a 
good cause, will not fail to elicit a hearty 
and practical response. It is extremely 
important, however, that in the disposal ot 
uch large sums of money as those which 
were raised during the past famine, every 
precaution should be taken in order to 
secure the money being expended to the 
best possible advantage. If I venture to 
express a doubt whether the means used 
Inst time for relieving the distress in Shan- 
tung were the best conceivable, I shall not 
be stupected of easting any slur on those 
who had the control of the funds. I 
imagine that the missionaries who were 
engaged in distributing foreign alms in 
Shantung and Chibli, were made to feel 
more strongly than any mere theorists can 
do, how utterly unsatisfactory is that kind 
of charity which maintains large bodies of 
people in a state of almost complete idleness. 
It is, of course, immeasurably better to give 
away money without receiving any return 
for it than to allow people to starve, but 
there can be no question that a better plan 
still is to devise, if possible, some means 
for utilizing the labouring powers of the 
recipients of charity, as is done in India 
and other cowatries, Where seasons of dearth 
and destiturion are made the opportunities 
for advancing public works that will have 
permanent value and use. Where such 
aplan as this can be adopted, charitable 
gifts are in no case wasted upon unworthy 
recipients, nor are the poor pauperized by 
-being allowed to live in idleness instead of 





that the soft samples are watery extracts, | living by honest industry. 





Iwill not waste words by suggesting 
some chimerical scheme of public works for 
China, Many schemes that might be sug- 
gested, feasible though they would be in 
India, are at once disposed of in China by 
the simple consideration that the authori- 
ties would never listen to them. The 
introduction of railways, the opening of 
mines, &e., &e., are virtually impossible, 
and, therefore, need not be discussed, but 
Ido not feel quite so hopeless in regard 
to an undertaking of another kind. While 
we may take for granted that all foreign 
inventions and all novelties of every des- 
cription would be for various reasons 
objectionable to the rulers of China, it so 
happens that the district in which the 
coming famine will be most keenly felt, 
affords peculiar opportunities for eairying 
out public works of a thoroughly con 
servative character, and by means already 
in use and approved by the Chinese. If in 
propounding this scleme T appeal to, a 
foreign authority in order to show its 
practicability, I do so simply because he 
is the most convenient authority to appeal 
to. If I suggest the employment of a few 
foreigners to organize and carry out the 
undertaking, T am but acting on the prin- 
ciple which the Chinese are always ready 
to recognize, viz., that where scientific 
Knowledge, promptness and despatch are 
needed, Europeans have at present an 
advantage over natives and are more likely 
to carry on the work to a successful ter- 
mination. No one would rejoice, however, 
more than I should, if the one man of whom 

‘our article speaks should suddenly arise 
from the ranks of the Chinese themselves, 
and take the lead in doing what needs to be 
done. ‘ 

In a paper read before the Royal 
Geographical Society by Mz, Ney Elias, 
FRCS, in 1860, entiled: “Notes on 
a Journey to the New Course of the 
Yellow River,” some suggestions are thrown 
out, which are specially deserving of notice 
at the present It is well-known to 
most foreign residents in China that the 
Yellow River has altered its course during 
the past twenty-five years. Instead of flow- 
ing now along the’ course marked out in 
most foreign maps of China, and discharging 
its waters into the sea to the South of the 
Province of Shantung, the Yellow River 

a8 now amalgamated for the last part of 
its course with the river Ta Tsing, and after 
branching off from its old bed a few miles 
below K'ai Fung Foo in Honan, flows 
northward inundating a large tract of 
country, and at last emptying itself into the 
Gulf of Pe-chih-li, to the North of Shan- 
tung, some 200 miles from Chefoo. 

‘The original cause of this change in the 
direction taken by the waters of the Yellow 
River, is thus described by Mr. Elias 
© The river had so diminished the capaci 

if -_. «« by depositing the alluvium 
«with which its waters were charged, that 
« the main pressure during the flood season 
had come to bear on the upper or weaker 
“part of the embankments, and no mea- 
“sures having been taken’ to strengthen 
‘<theze or deepen the channel, the great 
“catastrophe happened which with its con- 
“sequences had been predicted by the 
“Abbé Hue some years before, ac 
“trophe which has caused not’ only the 
“devastation by flood of that line of 
“country through which the river’ now 
“flows, but has also impoverished to. such 
“an extent the districts through which it 
“formerly flowed, and which were de- 
“pendent upon it for irrigation, as to 
“Tender them almost uninhabitable and 
«to throw a great portion of the population 
“out of employment.” 

‘This alteration in the bed of the Yellow 
River is thus seen: to have been a double 
calamity to the North of China. A once 
populous and well cultivated country to 
the West of Shantung has now been de- 

ypulated and laid waste by annual inun- 
Sabons, from which it was formerly fre 
while ‘another district to the North of 
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‘Honan and Kiangsu has been impoverished 
and rendered sterile by an exactly opposite 
cause, viz., through its regular water sup- 
ply having been diverted in a new direction. 
‘The Chinese themselves are fully alive to 
the importance of turning the waters of the 
river back again into their former channel. 
The subject has for a long time attracted 
the attention both of the provincial magi- 
strates and of the-authorities at Peking, 
but considering the engineering and pecuni- 
ary difliculties that encompass so vast an 
undertaking as this is, it is scarcely to be 
wondered at that with other important 
affairs to be attended to, year after 
year is allowed to slip by while no- 
thing is done to restore tie country to 
its former state of prosperity. ‘Three 
plans for remedying the present state of 
things appear to be possible. One is to 
provide a double channel for the river, i.e., 
tomake the old bed available for carrying 
apart of the waters to the sea, and at the 
same time to allow the breach to remain 
open by which the waters from the upper 
part of the Yellow River communicate with 
the waters of the Ta Tsing. Another plan 
is to utilize the new course exclusively, to 
consolidate its bed and to profit by past 
experience in making it permanent. A 
third plan is to turn the entire river back 
into its old course. It is not necessary to 
discuss the relative merits of these three 
suftice it to say that the Chinese 
authorities favour the adoption of the 
first of them, while in the opinion of 
‘Mr. Elias it is the last plan only that 
is likely to prove thoroughly satisfactory. 
Br. “Elias. Belioves, that, an attempt to 
divide the river into two would re- 
sult in nothing but a great and costly 
failure. This, however, is a question for 
engineers’ to’ decide, ‘and one cannot 
suppose that the Chinese Government 
would pertinaciously adhere to any pre- 
conceived ideas on such a subject, in the 
face of a proper scientific opinion, But 
whatever may be the correct solution of 
this problem in engineering, I cannot help 
thinking that the present is a singularly 
favourable opportmity for doing something 
to remedy the evil which Mr. Elias de- 
series, and which the Chinese know to be 
very great. We may not perhaps see much 
to be hoped for as the result of foreign 
official representations made to the Chinese 
Government on the subject of developing 
the resources of the country, or benefiting 
its poor and suitering people. But in the 
presence of a terrible calamity like that, 
Which is wow impending, is not another 
course open! Is it necessary to set the 
Government in motion at all, or to ask it 
to undertake any responsibility wha 
in the matter? We may, I think, safely 
caletlate on the liberality’ both of natives 
and foreign residents in the East being 
again shown in the event of a famine. 
Some persons, well qualified to judge, 
declare that it would not be dificult to 
raise a very much larger sum of money 
for the relief of distress from natives 
alone, than was raised before, and I think 
there can be little doubt that if the need 
is extreme, an appeal to England would 
oduco a’ very considerable sum also, 
We have all a ey remembrance of what 
“Mansion House Committees” can do in 
the way of raiging funds for special emer- 
gencies, and as'a rule benevolent English- 
men are generally almost as ready to con- 
tribute for the relief of distress in foreign 
countries as they are for the relief of dis- 
tress which is nearer home. Would it not 
be possible then, at once to organize a 
committee on which both Chinese and 
Foreigners shall be represented, which 
so far as the Government of China 
is concerned shall simply seck from 
it permission to carry out without mo- 
lestation a scheme of entirely disinterested 
‘benevolence which will at once afford relief 
to thousands upon thousands of the Chinese 
who, if left to themselves, must perish of 
starvation—a scheme which will at the 


















































same time permanently benefit and enrich 
a large tract of country now almost unin- 
habitable, and which will also do much to 
event future famines in the neighbour- 

ood? Nothing of importance could of 
course be done without official sanction, but 
is there any reason to suppose that ina 
case like this the sanction would be with- 
held? The Chinese Government is natn- 
rally very sensitive and perhaps somewhat 
over-jealous of anything like foreign inter- 
ference in its affairs. Great care would 
have to be taken that no deeply rooted 
prejudices were disregarded. From first 
to last the work must be carried out in a 
thoroughly conciliatory spirit, and while it 
would have to be clearly understood that 
the joint committee of management re- 
served to themselves the entire control 
of the funds they raised, and were to be 
free from all interference from the local 
officials, it would be not only politic but 
also right to submit the plan of opera- 
tions to the Central Government. Possibly 
some rebufls might have to be encountered, 
but after all people who are honestly 
Aesirous of doing a kindness to others can 
afford to put up with a little suspiciousness 
and wayvardness from those, whom they 
seek to benefit. It would be desirable also 
to follow as far as possible Chinese methods 
of embanking. ‘The work so carried on 
might be more tedious than if done with 
the help of foreign appliances, but it need 
not in the end be less effectual, and it 
would be more likely to commend ‘itself to 
Chinese sentiment. 

‘The weak point of the scheme which has 
now been suggested is that it is useless to 
think of carrying on the work to completion 





at a moment's notice. Mr. Ney Elias 
says distinctly that it would be a work 
of time. ‘A satisfactory and final report 


on the question” he writes “could only 
be drawn up after an accurate survey 
of the whole of the old bed, and after a 
year's observations on the’ annual rise 
and fall of water above the breach, and of 
the tides at the old mouth.” I’ stato this 
objection in its strongest form, but I do not 
at all think it need constitute any practical 
hindrance to the work of carrying on the 
relief of the approaching distress by means 
of employing the distressed natives on 
embankments, In whatever way it may 
be ultimately decided to dispose of the 
waters of the Yellow River, there must be 
much to be done in the’ way of raising 
embankments that this decision will not 
affect in the least degree. In the earlier 
part of his paper Mr. Elias specifies (and 
other travellers have done the same) certain 
Gistriets in the neighbourhood of the Ta 
Tsing or new bed of the Yellow River, 
which are specially liable to inundation, 
and where it would appear that there are 
embankments needing to be repaired and 
that may be repaired quite independently 
of the larger work of bringing back the 
waters of the Yellow River to their former 
bed. ‘The probability is that similar works 
might be carried on in several different 
parts of the country at the same time, and 
the larger the area over which the relief 
works were extended, so long as they were 
all in the neighbourhood of the famished 
provinces, the better. It must be remem- 
bered that it is by no means necessary to 
embank the whole course of a river in order 
to redeem any part of low lying land from 
inundation. Even supposing the work of 
restoring the Yellow fiver to its proper 
channel were too costly or too difficult an un- 
dextaking to be possible of execution (which 
is not likely), it would still be perfectly 
possible to reclaim large tracts of land from 
the devastating effects of the annual floods, 
and it is this work which I would specially 
urge at the present moment. There is indeed 
ne time to be lost in making preparations 
for a systematic relief of the distress which 
looms in the distance, but there is time to 
make an earnest effort to accomplish some- 
thing better'than has been hitherto accom- 
plished in China. Ifan engineer's report of 








the district is necessary, doubtless there 
are either in China or Japan engineers 
whose services could be promptly secured. 
Tt would, I believe, be easy. speedily to 
organize such a committee as I have alluded 
to with its head-quarters in Shanghai, a 
committee composed in equal proportions of 
Chinese and of foreigners, which would 
command the confidence and respect of all 

sons of whatever nationality who are 
ikely to contribute. By this committee all 
preliminary arrangements could be settled, 
and as the money comes in it can be dis- 
posed of bythem. In what way a memorial 
might best be forwarded by them to the 
throne, asking the Imperial sanction to the 
undertaking, I do not venture to say, but 
probably it would have at least as good a 
chance of being favourably received ifit were 
presented by the Chinese themselves as if it 
were presented by foreign Ministers. 

‘The space at my disposal prevents my 
anticipating various objections which may 
conceivably be made to what Ihave written, 
Other considerations in favour of the pro- 
ject might be urged, but I leave the matter 
now, hoping that it may be taken up by 
others who are interested in the cause of 
humanity, and who, like myself, wish well 
to China, 

Tam, é&e. 


A Forrion Resrpent. 
Shanghai, 20th Sept, 





Haw Reports. 








CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai. Sept. 18th. 
Boforo R. A. Mowar, Esq. 
Suxo Wa-cHoxo v, J. Smursox. 


in ponies, sued to recover 
40, price of a pony alleged to have been 
jold by him to defendant,—At a former hear. 
ing of the case, however, it was elicited that 
defendant did ‘uot purchase the pony from 
Sung Wa-chong, aud in fact had no Knowledge 
of him in the transaction, but that his dealing 
had beon with another man, known as Shane 
tung, who had been brought to him by his 
mafoo. ‘The case was therefore adjourned for 
the attendance of Shantung. 
oconpied wine timy in hearing, 
» as atated hy Mr. Simpson, 
le :—In the beginning of May 
mafoo to procure a pony 
for him, and he brought one from the dealer, 
Shantung, who came with it himself, ” Ho 
iad had no dealings with Shantung before, 
who was a porfect stranger to him. The 
agreement made was that the pony shonld 
bo left for trial for three or four days, and if 
not approved of, to be then returned. | Shan- 
tung wanted Tis, 65 for the pony, to which 
defendant demurred as being too high a price, 
anil declined to pay it. Shantung thereupon 
took the povy away, and defendant paid 
him §1.59 for the use of the pony for the 
time he had bad it, After the pony had 
been taken away, the mafoo said he could 
get it cheaper, aud defendant told him to go 
to Shautung and bring the pony back again, 
‘The pouy was brought back, and defendant 
arranged with Shautang that he (defendant) 
would keep the pony a month on ni i 
ho then liked it he would pay him Ts, 50 
for it, and if he was not satistied with it he 
would pay-him 50 cents per day for its uso 
as long as he kept it. ‘The pony was left at 
defendant’s stables on those terms, but in 
two or three days afterwards Shantuug came 
to him, and representing that he wanted 
money, defendant gave him a cheque for ‘Tis, 
40, a new agreement being then made that if 
he (defendant) did not like the pony, Shantung 
would change it for a hetter one. ‘Defendant 
objected within the month to keep the pony, 
and Shantuvg brought another in a trap for 
him to look at, which hi je 
the end of the mouth’s 
to him, and said there were a lot of griffins to 
be sold at the Horse Bazaar, that he was a 
poor man, aud wanted money to make a 
purchase there. Defendant thereupon pai 
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him the remaining Tis, 10, the understanding 
being still tho eamo—that he was to 
procure another pony for defendant. Two 
age sitor thio payment was, made, the 





ony in defendant's possession fell sick and 
Bientung sent some’ medicine for it, The 
ety became worte, and defendant called upon 
shantung about it. ‘The pony was also in- 





spected by Messrs, Charrier and Hall, who 
said it was suffering from glanders, and must 
pave been infec ad ot the Cie ot the sale 
6 pony was taken away tang, 
thorlly “afterwards died’ Sbantang “aga 
promised to send defendant another pony, 
and defendant promised if he would send 
him good one he would pay him Tle. 25 
more, as ho was 8 poor tian, ‘The mafoo 
ho (defendant) then had, ran away without 
gr 1g any notice, and defendant had since 
ard he was employed by Shantung. He 
had also since been told that on one occa. 
sion, while this mafoo was in his service, 
lhe drove the amah and children to the 
Bubbling Well, the pony used being that 
which afterw: died of glanders; and that 
while standin a the Well, all the Cor 
row hele ponice amay, sayin 
smal rvan disGased and ought not to be 
yht among sound animals, ‘The amab 
told him (defendant) this after the mafoo had 
runaway, A little donkey which had been 
kept 1e same stable with the glandered 
m0 30 died of the samo disoase, and de- 
Feudéat had boon pot to groat trouble and 
‘annoyance in having to fumigate and other- 
wiso cleanse his stables, Afterwards his new 
mafoo, through Shantng, procured another 
poy. from tl 6 Blaintify but he (defendant) 
ad reason to ieve it came from the eame 
stable as the one that had died. Why he 
ie been summoned for Tis, 40, he did not 
oW 
‘Defendant's present matoo stated that by 
his master’s direction he went to Shantang 
about auother pony. Shantuog showed him 
tho way to the platutf's place, who gave him 
2 pony upon his mentioning Shantung's name, 
and he took it to his master’s stable. 
‘Defendant said that was the pooy which be 
thought Shantung had procured for him in the 
place of the one that died, but itdid not 
suit him and he did not want to keep it, 
Alo bad had it about six weeks, and declined 
‘to give it back, believing if he did so he would 
seo neither pony nor dealers again, It was 
the pony he was sued for Tis. 40 for. He was 
quite prepared to keep to the arrangement 
thade, fo pay an extra Tia, 25 for a good pong, 
but Ie certainly objectod to pay another 
n.d, 
ia Howoun, after closoly questioning both 
plaintiff and Shantung, aid it was olear that 
tho plaintit was put forward simply to axe 
on behalf of Shantung who was tho real 
owner, Judgment would therefore be entered 























































for the defendant. His Honour recommended 
Shantung to car 
defendant and fin 
tho extra Ts, 25, 

Defondant’ said ho would endeavour to 


out his agroement with 
him a suitable pony for 





A-Sniv, T, Mansmats, 
Claim $7.50, for goods sup) 
ant did not appear, and the 
personal service of the summons. 
proved his claim by an entry in his book, 
written by defendant, 
Judgment for plaintiff, with costs. 















POLICE COURT, 


Shanghai, Sept. 13th, 
Before R. A. Mowar, Eaq. 
R, (Cueoxa-an-raxox) 0, J. E, Lewis, 
__. Summons for Aesautt, 
Complainant, a quartermaster of the steamer 
Juan, summoned the second mate for assaulting 
him on board, on Monday night, by pulling 
his bair and kicking him, 
Leong C. Wing acted as interpreter, 
Defendant denied tho charge, and stated 
that the vessel being in dry dock, the only 
means of getting on board was by a gangway 
forward. ‘The Juan waa an old-fashioned 
built ship, with a depth of several feet to 
descend to her deck. It was necessary, thers. 
fore, at night, to ensure safety, to havea lamp 








‘burning on shore at the gangway, as well a8 
on board. On Monday sight, it was the 
complainant's watch from sight till twelve 
giolock; and when defendant went on shore 
im speci the 
yF, and to keep the lamps well alight. 
in returning on board about ten o'clock, he 
w the shore lamp was ouly a-glimmer, 
ving no light at all, and called three times 
for the complainant, who was away from 
his post. He camo at the third call, 
‘and from his manner appeared to have 
been drinking and asleep. Defendant told 
him to trim the lamp, to which he 
roplied insolently ‘Can do;” and on the 
order being repeated, said it was not his busi- 
ness, but the lamp-trimmer's, Defendant said 
the iamp-trimmer had been at work all day, 
and ougiit not to be called at that time of 
night, Defendant then walked aft to the 
poop, and was followed by complainant. He 
‘ordered complainant to return to his post, but 
stead of going back, complainant put his 
head betwoen defendant's legs and claspin 
him at the same time round the body, tris 
to trip him up. Ho (defendant) in defending 
himealf, might have pushed and struck the 
complainant, but not to any terious extent. 
Complainant somo time afterwards weut to 
the third engineer's room, was troublesome 
there, apd was ordered away. Complainant 
bore @ bad character on board, and had been 
proviously reported for drunkenness. 

‘Complainant said when he heard defendant 
call, he replied at once aud went to him. His 
proper place of watch was on the poop, from 
whonce he could see all over the ship's deck. 
Ho went to the engineer's room to report to 
him what the defondant had done.—Pressed 
‘on other points, complainant gavo indirect 
answers, and Wing said he could not get him 
to roply in a straightforward manner to mavy 
of the questions. 

‘The third officer stated that ho returned on 
board at 11.15 the same night, and found the 
shore lamp still in the condition described. 
‘The complainant was not at his post on the 
gangway, and, after being called, ultimately 
came from the forward part of tho ship, and 
not from the poop on that occasion, 








































The third engineer, who returned on board 
with the defendant, confirmed hie statement 
as to the condition of the lamp, tt 
plainant’s absence from his post, and 
solent roplies when told to tritn the lamp. 
‘Witnoss went to his room, and to bed ; butin 
a fow minutes hoard the defondant calling out, 
“Let go,” but as all was q mediately 
after, ho (sitnoes) did not go on deck to seo 

Complainant after- 
wards came to his cabin, and said something 
ho could not understand, and then spoke in 
Chinese, Witness ordered him away, as he 
‘wanted to go to 8) 

‘His Wonsurp said it seemed clear that com- 
plainant was away from his post on the gang- 
way, and that he was wrong to leave it 
to goon the poop during his watch. It was 



































1p when ordered 
quite clear wi 
plainant and 
fhe compla 
ing the 
we 


it was not 
occurred between the com- 
fondant on the poop (whither 





int should not have gone—follow- 
dant there looked as if he meant 
give trouble); but tho latter asserted 
that’ complainant put his head between 

















his logs, clasped him round the middle, and 
tried to trip him uj 
stated that be hoar 


and the third engineer 
the second mate crying 

let go.” Looking at 
of the cage, His Worsl 
would dismiss the summons. 





Sept. 17th. 


R, (Frexcn Pouce) v. Srmacens, E. Besxerr, 
° and FLAneery. 
Drunk and Disorderly. 

‘The defendants belong to the British barque 
Jerusalem, and were charged by the French 
Police with being drunk and disorderly, and 
throwing stones at the Chinese, in a street 
of the French Settlement, at 8.30 on Sunday 
evening.—Flaherty appeared in court with 
his head bound up and his left arm hanging 
apparently ueeless by his side. In the course 





of the investigation he said he had been 
80) 





rely beaten by some one on Sunday night 
with a club or stick, but he was too drunk to 
know by whom, neither did he remember 
anything of the charge brought against him, 
or of acting in the way described. 








mens (a German) said he was too druuk 
tobave done. anything alleged against him, 
He was lying down in the street, and did not 
see the Police at all; and when he woke up 
this morning in the cell, ho thought at first 
lhe was on board the ship. 

‘Bennett made a similar defence. 

‘A Freuch Policeman who had tive prisoners 
in custody, deposed that Siemens was drunk 
‘and lying down, as ho stated; but that 
Bennett and Flaherty were fighting, and on 
the Police interfering, they got some other men 
to assist them, and procured sticks (which 
they broke to « convenient length across their 
knees) as if to make a determined resistance. 
‘Altogether there were six men opposed to one 
Policeman. 

‘His Worsarr sent all the defendants back 
to their sbip, telling Flaherty he had better 
see the doctor as soon as he got on board 
with reepect to the injuries he had received, 
and let him (his Worship) know the result of 
the examination. 











R. (Pouice) v, Hexry AckFoRD. 
Summons for Furious Driving, &e. 


Defendant is master of the British barquo 
Pelham, and was summoned by the Police for 
being drunk and furiously driving a pony and 
trapy in the Nanking road, on ‘Tweadny oven: 
ing, 'the 1th inst. “He denied both charges. 

G conducted the ease for tho 



























ipal Police-constable. 
evening, I was stationed in the Nanking roai 
{Maloe,} At 5.16, 1 was near the Racquet 
urt, going towards the raco-course, I 
Seard a pony ina trap, gllopplng, 1 saw it 
coming towards we, I saw the defendant 
and a lady in the trap. Defendant was 
driving furiously. He hat’ no command over 
the pony. He was coming towards tho Set= 
tlement, and when he got on the bridge, T 
could seo the defendant was drunk, I was 
then about 200 yards distaut from him. ‘The 
reins were slack, and ho was lashing tho 
pony with the whip, When he got abreast 
of me, Leung out to him not to drive like 
through the Settlement, He took no 

, and Tran and tried to atop the pony 














Fy 
‘but could uot doo, ae it was gallopping too 


fast. {could not eateh it, I then followed 
down the Maloo, and went to the Louza 
Police Station to report the matter, As I 
was going I met a resident in Shanghai, who 
stopped me. Idid not know his name, but 
Iam sure he is a resident because { have 
seen him before. Ihave since tried to find 
him out, but could not do so. Ho asked mo 
why I did not arrest the man (defendant) for 
furious driving. 1 told him I could not catch 
the pony. Iam eure defend: 




























ig up the Maloo towards the rac 
‘The Shanse road 

Louza Police Station toward . 
Defendant was galloping the pony at that 
time. I followed up as quickly as I could, 
to tho Fobkien-road, and met. defendant 
driving back again down the Maloo, 
the same rate,” ‘The pony seemed to 
and ran to the the road and 
Tran up, caught bold of the pony’ 
asked defendant for his name. Ho 
refused to give it, I then asked him to walk 
quietly to the Police Station, and give his 
name to the Inspector or Sergeant on duty, as 
summons would have to b 

him. Hoagain refused, and said 
daylight he would punch my head. I then 
told him if he did uot either give mo his vame, 
or go to the Station quietly and give it there, 
T should arrest him, By the persuasion of 
the lady (his wife), he then went quitly to 
the Station, and yave his name. | When tho 
pony stopped, and I went up to the defend- 
ant, my opinion was confirmed that he was 
druvk, and not at all in a fit state to drive a 
pony in the Nanking road. 

By His Wonsure.—I am sure the defendant 
was driving too fast. 

Defendant, on being asked for bis explan- 
ation of the affair, said the Policeman came 
and stopped the pony by throwing up his arms, 
causing the animal to shy and nearly throwing, 
bis wife out of the trap. He gave the Polics: 
man his name, and also’ the name of his ship, 
before he (defendant) got out of the trap. Ho 
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id not see the Policeman at all before he 
caused the pony to go to the side of the 
road. Tho Policoman was then going to 
arrest him, and he (defendant) thought the 
Policeman was over-doing his duty in causing 
2 lady to be followed by hundreds of Chineso 
through tho streets to a Polico Station. De- 
fendant repeated that he did not see the 
Policeman tall until ho (the Policeman) 
atopped the pony. feudant was staying at 
the Hotel des Colonies, and was driving heme 
to dinner, and would like the case postponed 
to call a witness as to tho state ho was in 
that evening, He had had nothing scarcely to 
rink, and was not drunk. He had driven the 
same pony since, on more than one occasion, 
and had had no trouble with it, and was not 
driving too fast on Tuesday evening. 
WHEE:ER recalled, in answer to His Wor- 
sm, said—Defendant gave his name at the 
Police Station, and nob before, I asked his 
name, and ho refused to give it me. When 
I was standing at the corner of the Fobkien 
road and the Aaloo, the pony then seemed 
exlinusted, and ran of its own accord to the 
side of the road. I then took hold of its head. 
Police-sergeant Warrs deposed—I was on 
duty at the Louza Police Station, when the 
defendant came in with P.C.’ Whooler. 
‘Wheeler had previously reported the fact of 
the furious driving by a foreigner, he thought 
the captain of aship. Wheeler told me the 
facts of the case, just as he has now stated 
them in Court. I then asked the defendant 
for his name and address, and he gave them 
Ho said the coustable was tuo smart 
—too smart to live, in fact. I told defendant 
not to use hard language in the Police Station, 
T think defendant was 





























I must ask 
you to postpone the caso to got a witness from 
the Hotel des Colonies. I had been driving 
my wife round Sikaway, and was returning 
to the Hotel to dinner. 

ASUS, mafoo to Mr, Compton, from whos 
stables the pony and trap had been hired, 
was next called, and said defondant drove 
round Sikaway, ‘but did not call anywhere 
to got drink. ‘hey came back by way of the 
Maloo, and the pony was driven iuch'too 
fast, ‘Defendant lind had too much to drink, 
Witness saw the Policoman three times as 
defendant was driving up aud down the 
Malo. 

Defondant denied that he was drunk. He 
had nothing to drink during the drive, but 
might Lave bad a glass of wine before start- 

















in 

‘iis Wonsure said he was not going to deal 
with the charge of drunkeuness, theroforo 
he did not think it was worth while to 

for tho attendance of 
ould only deal with the 
chargo of furious driving. Had the defeudant 
any witnesses to call on that charge ? 

Defendant said he ouly had his wife with 
hitn at the time. 

His Wonstrr said a wife could not be called 
8.0 witness for or against her liusband in a 
crimiual case. ‘There was no doubt defendant 
was driving too fast. ‘The whole circu 
stances pointed to provf of it. The Police. 
man saw it first, and actually went to the 
Station and reported it, ‘Then he was met 
by somebody else who asked him why he did 
not arrest defendant, After that defendant 
appeared to have driven back again up the 
road, aud then down the road. His Worship 
could not understand why'he should be driv- 
ing to and fro like that, 

Defendant said ho did not knéw the 
road to tle Hotel, and another captain had 
called out to him that be was going the 
wrong way. 

His Wousmre was quite sure defendant was 
guilty of the offence alleged against him, being 
4 violation of the Municipal Bye-laws by 
driving furiously in the streets, and he must 
pay the full penalty of $10 aud costs. 


Sept. 18th. 
R. (Jous Muuzzn) v. F. A. Now. 
A Series of Assaults, 
Complainant, au ordinary seaman of the 
Darque Longfellow, summoned the chief officer 
(who, it was stated, has left the vessel since 
hor arrival at Shanghai) for assaulting him at 
sea, iu the months of May, June and July last, 
by beating him with his ‘fists, kicking him, 
and also” flogging him with ropes’ ends, 
Complainant handed up a book to His 












































in which he had taken th 
precaution to wite, in chronological order 
tho particulars of’ each assault, in one 
instance getting the entry signed by a, sca- 
man whom he intended to call as a witness to 
that particolar assault. Other wituésses he 
had warned verbally. 

‘Defendant denied a considerable proportion 
of the allegations against, him, but admitted 
others, Hesaid he had had much provocati 
having found complainant asleep on several 
occasions, both when at the wheel and during 
his watch on deck. 

‘The suilmaker, the cook, a seaman, anda 
boy, all boro testimony to having seen the 
deféndant “thrash” the complainant on the 
oceasions he had named in his book, but the 
assaults were of a mild nature. 

His Wonsu fined defendant $5, and $5.75 
costs, 

















MIXED COURT. 


Shanghai, Sept. 13th. 
‘The Curva Navioattoy Co. v, Ho Cuu-rsts, 
and Another, 

In this case the Mixed Court has delivered 
the following re-considered 

Judgment— 

In the case Messrs. Butterfield and Swire 
accused a witness, in the caso of collision 
between the Tunsin and a salt junk chartered 
by Chow Fa-shan, of perry and of baving 











falsely represented himself (supercargo of the 
junk in question.) 
Tho undersigued having summoned tho 





parties and heard the case in the presence 
of the British Assessor, decided that th 
evidence adduced by the two witnes 
brought forward by ‘the plaintiffs was not 
sufficient to convict the defendant, Prov. 
iously the plaintiffs had entered into ap 
gogagement to, pay, such indemity to the 
defendant as the Court might seo fit to 
adjudge,” The Court accordingly in, acquit- 
ting the defendant adjudged him $200, the 
costs to bo paid by plaintiffs ; whereupon 
plaintifls, while acquiescing in’ the general 
verdict, applied for leave to appeal against 
that part of it which adjudged costs. 

‘The Court, therefore, reconsidered that 
of its decision, and came to the conclusion 
that, though the plaintiffs wero unable to 
‘oduce sufficient evidence to convict the 
fendant, they had good grounds for bring- 
ing the action. ‘The chargo cannot therefore 
be said to havo been either frivolous or 
vexatious ; in fact, the defendaut, though not 
proven guilty, left the Court ‘with grave 
suspicion attached to his character, ~The 
Court, therofore, on reconsideration, relieves 
the plaintiffs from paying the costs, and 
orders tho cancellation of the undertaking 
they entered into, 

Sealed by Magistrate of Mixed Court, 


‘Translated by 
©. Ganpsze, 
Assessor. 
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THE REBELLION IN JAPAN. 
left Kagoshima and 
led Shiroyama, The 
concentrating troops 
round them, and are said toh 
sood t of doing so, The Rising Sun 
faye there seems hardly: any doubt. that the 
jurgents during their attack on Kagoshima 
were guilty of extremes of cruelty, as they 
not only are accused of the slaughter of a 
number of non-combatants—inen, women, and 
children—but it is affirmed they put to death 
moro than a bundred wounded men who wore 
in the hospitals, Whatever sympathy these 
meu may have had from outsiders will quickly 
disappear on receipt of intelligence so at vari- 
ance with civilized ideas. 
Tn a communicated article, the Cosmopolitan 
Press gives the following account of the 
itors and residents hastened 
1g, to be before 
the other and wanted to get on board a 
steamer, but the boatmen had goue over to 
the insurgents aud not one dared to pull them 
off. At last a steam launch from the steamer 




































couveyed some on board, but as 





hhundreds of :passengers they could not be 
taken off at oue time. When one or two boat 
Toads had been taken off, aud they were pre- 
tenting the laanch from being overcrowded, 
the insurgents came dowa to the shore, and, 
brandishing their swords, shouted out “ Kill 
‘the fugitives.” As they also fired upon the 
Taunch she could not approach the shoro, 
and. the people in her were obliged 
against their will. to leave behind num- 
bers of people, ammunition aud treasure 
to tho insurgents. When the akachiho- 
maru and Koyo-maru had gone some 
little way down’ the, harbour the sound of 
small arms was loud, but they dnly heard. 
the report of what they took to be the cannon 
of the Imperialists’ twice. When the Kasuga- 
Kan fired, the powder magazine which they 














‘abandoned was set on fire by a shell, aud it 
was thought that it must have done much 
damage to the insurgents, ‘They also tried to 


seize 
toa suuken rock near the shore bi 
of the 26th, but the guns of the 
Grove theni off without their doi 
damage. After 
from Shinmachi, 
over the whole town. 
outer castle was seen to be on fire ; 
the anchor was weighed, and tho steamer 
arrived safely at Nagazaki on the evening of 
the 22nd. The passengers consisted of the 
Kenrei Iwamura and his staff, Otani Shoren 
and six of his band (priests of the tomple of 
Honguanji), aud amounted to several 
hundrods including private peopl. 

‘Tho eamo paper saya 
steamers froin the Sout 
men, who have lately 
porial forces, have arrived. If there were many 
of the same build as some of these specimens, 
it is not difficult to understand the odds th 
Government troops wero so long coutending 
against in having to encounter thes braway 
men of tho Satsuma clan, many of whom 
stand over six feet, and whove tanned skins 
and well developed limbs shew the 
they have been subject to, and th 
to which they have been aco 
‘Many of tho new arrivals, wo believe, aro inet 
‘of superior stanp, who probably held position 
of trust during the heat of the struggle, b 
who, seeing the futility of contending against 
overwhelming odds, gave themselves up. 

A correspondent of the Nichi Nicki Skinbun 
says that a son of Saigo, after having been 
wounded, del i 
erialists, 'T! 


zara Yemou, one of the rebel loaders, has 
surrendered to Lieut.-General Nodzu with 
8,000 men, 3,000 of whom were more or less 

wverely wounded, 


1¢ Rigjo-Kan, which had been blown’on 
the storm 
‘asuga-Kan 





short time flam D 
and the fire soon extended 
About 6 p.m, tho 

aftor this 


























































OPENING OF THE UYENO EXHIBITION BY THE 
EMPEROR AND EMPRESS OF JAPAN, 
(Japan Gazette.) 

‘Tho ceremony of the official opening of the 
“National Exhibition” at Uyeno was per- 
formed on the 2st ult,‘ 
was a succession of clouds, gl 
shine, and light showers ; amply compensat 
howevér, for the loss of brillianey by a coo! 
sted “at this time 















ness as delightful as unex; 
of year, From a very early hour the streets, 
decorated with the national flag, showed that 
something out of the common was going to 
take place ;. the approach to Uyono and the 
avenue leading to the Exhibition buildings, 
ined on the left side with the Imperial Guard, 
were filled with the throng of officers and 
tors and sight-seers, ‘These former had 
been summoned to attend from 6 o'clock, and 
were now, decked in full splendour’ “of 
swallow-tail” aud “tile,” as is de rigueur, 
hastening on in the fear of arriving late, ‘Lhe 
latter gay, joyous and-eager, with just a touch 
of wonderment in their faces as thi 
Fapanese populace on such occas 
trooping aovg in jiurikeha and oa fost, 
about half-past seven the Minister and Vi 
‘Minister and Officers of the Home Departm 
were in waiting ; at the same time the Emperor 
and Empress with their suite commenced 
their progress from the Kunaisho, Ab about 
half-past eight the Foreign Ministers arrived, 
and at nine the music of the Imperial Japan- 
e Band, stationed within the gates, au- 
nounced the approach of their Majesties. A 




























































few minutes later the Imperial cortége arrived 


re were | and passed in, 
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“In the building set apart for the ceremonial 
aeatits beeing te thrones ia front of 
this, on the left, stood the Ministers and b 
Officials, and on the right, the Foreign 








pretentatives. In front of each of these again, 
Food th ropresentatives of the different Ken 
and the exhibi 


8, 
‘Tho Imperial carriages having drawn up 
before this, building, the Emperor and Em- 
ress alighted and proceeded towards the 
Enis; when thoy had arrived botween the 
Foreign Representatives and the Ministers, 
Sir Harry Parkes stepped forward and deli: 
vered an address. They then took their places 
on the dais and the Emperor, standing, read 
fan address of which the following is'a trans- 
Iation ;—"'Thia is the day appointed for the 
opening of the National Industrial Exhibition, 
Thhave come bere in person for the purpose of 
performing the opening ceremony. I thi 
that the order in which the buildings have 
been constructed is good ; and the excellent 
show of articles is s manifestation of the 
eat improvement which is taking place day 

y day, and month by month, in the nation’s 
industries, And tho services rendered by 
the Government authorities in their promo- 

serving of high commendation, I 

you very much, and trnst that 

‘bition will assis the people in the 

development of the resources of the country, 

and eo increase its wealth, by promoting their 
own progperity and happiness.” 

‘Tho Naimukio, Okubo, now advanced to 
the body of exhibitors ’on tho and 
received from them an address ; with this 
he approached the throne, and, after 
having read it, retired again to his former 

ion, “Tho Officer chosen to act for the 
reseutatives of tho different Ken then 
ced anid read another address, 

‘Tho coremony now being concluded, their 
Majesties, oscorted by the Ministers and 
Foreign Representatives, proceeded to the 
pavilion in which refreshments had been pre- 
pared, and, having partaken, re-entered their 
carriages and returned,’ cold lunch was 
provided for the Officers’ of the Naimusho at 
the Sci-yo-ken Hotel, to the total exclusion 
of other gu 

public now admitted to the 
Exhibition by tickots, and during tho ro- 
mainder of the day a constant flow of visitors 
was passing through the turn-stiles ; this 
lattor part of the business appeared to be 
badly managed, for a very considerable delay 
took. place before people could get through. 
‘Tho Exposition appeared to be far superior to 
auything which the Japaneso have hitherto 
attempted in this way. In the evening the 
crowd increased and gradually became denser 
‘ond denser towards 7 o'clock, the hour when 
the display of fireworks was to take place in 
the lotus pond beneath, The ciroumforence 
of the pond presented one vast mass of human 
beings, which, backed by the numberless 
coloured lanterns on the encircling tea-houses, 
aud lit up in front by the fireworks, formed. & 
scene brilliant and deeply impressive, Eleven 


















































thousand one hundred tickets are reported to | C! 


hhave been sold on the day of the oponing, 





‘MR. HENNESSY’S IMPOLICY. 
(China Mail.) 
One of the characteristics of the sphinxlike 


P 
and 


yolicy recently inaugurated by Mr. 

fennessy in Hongkong, is the unu 
most crude methods by means of whi 
atten seeks to carry out his extremely original 
ideas. Tt is not always possible to obtain an 
authentic or any other version of any matter 
touching the welfare of the Colony from official 
sources ; and it is therefore the moro gratify- 
ing for us to be able to place before our readers 
the narrative of a novel development of the 
Kindhearted bat utterly mistaken policy 
adopted by H.E. the Governor t the 
criminal classes in Hongkong. An attempt 
bas beou made, we learn from Chinese sourc 
to form a Society to be called the Prisoners’ 
Aid Association. Disappointed at the ill 
success of his efforts to reclaim Chun Afook 
from thieving by punkah-pulling, it seems 
that Mr. Hennessy proceeded to form the 
Board of this new Association by a Minute 
from the Peak, and the fitst mecting of this 
body was held Inst Monday week, It may be 
explained that the Committee, co intended, 
is to consist of four Europeaus and eight 
Chinese, that it will meet once a week ina 
room in the City Hall, and that two Chinese 
and one European will forma quoram, The 




























kk | be doue, by way of 





object of the Society is, in general, to reclaim 
and reform those Chinese who are let out 
of gaol after serving their sentences, to look 
after them, house them if necessary, find em- 
ployment for them, and become security for 
their honesty and good behaviour after they 
regain the nominal pgsition of honest citizens. 
Ibissaid that the means to be adopted to attain 
these desirable ends were various. It was to 
be arranged, it seems, that the Superintendent 
of the gaol ‘ould supply to the Society weekly 
ists of the names of prisoners whose sentences 
‘would expire tho week following, giving all 
necessary details; that the Society’s agent 
would communicate with the friends of the 
risoners, wherever they were, on the main- 
Find or elsewhere, to. ascertain whether oF 
not their friends cared to take charge of them ; 
and that, failing this, everything that could 
jistance and “cosseting,” 
to forward their interests and obtain for them 
respectable employment, would be performed. 

‘The preliminary meeting of the Board, on 
Monday, the 27th ulto., was attended’ by 
Captain Ducat (acting Gaol Superintendent), 
Mr. James Russell (Police Magistrate), Mr. 
©, V. Creagh (Acting Captain Superintendent 
of Police), Mr. H. E, Wodehouse (Acting 
Registrar General and Protector of Chinese), 
Mr. T. C. Hayllar, and Mr. H. L. Denny: 
with Leong On ‘Wai Akwong, and Fung 
Ming Shan, as representatives’ of the Chi- 
nose community. Captain Ducat occupied 
the chair, and’ stated that, in addition 
to tho names of Board members men- 
tioned by HE. the Governor, Mr. Hayllar 
had since been nominated by Mr. Hennessy 
28a member. The status of Mr. H.L. Deunys 
‘was not o apparent, but his presence seemed 
to be accounted for by the fact that he was 
road; ist Mr. Hayllar in the good work, 
Mr. use having been appointed Secre- 
tary, the discussion of the objects of the pro- 
osed Society was proceeded wit 

fayllar, whio evidently appeared “for t! 
Crown’” and was laden with documents. fro 






























ring 
the criminal population—awakening the co 

nce, as it were, of the morally torpid 

“ gaol-birds” after their discharge from pi 
—placing trust in them, as an incentive for 
them to become worthy of that trust being 
ed in them, Mr, Hayllar then ex- 
plained the means which it was thought 
should be adopted to achieve these ends, 

and dwelt strongly upon the stronuo! 

efforts which ought to be mado to asi 
and to find honest employment for thos 
‘nfortunate natives who had been’ convicted 
of theft and other irregularities. After the 
learned gentleman had concluded, one of ¢ 
native members put a case to the enthusiast 
advocate, thus,—Suppose you wanted a house- 
servant, would you engage an honest man or 
athief? Mr. Hayllar unbesitativgly voted for 
the honest mat “So would responded 
the listener ; ‘So would we,” chimed in the 
other native members ; and ‘So would every 
the Colony,” added the ex- 
“Bat, Mr. Hayllar,” con- 
member, “suppose you 
required chair-coolies, or servants who did not 
have access to your rooms, would you still 
refer the honest man?” Strangely enough, 
Mr. Hayllar was again a warm supporter of 
the honest coolie. The discussion having be- 
come less pointed, it was suggested that 
ilding contractors employing large numbers 
of men might absorb a few outcasts in their 
Jabour-gangs ; but as it was pronounced to be 
doabtful whether or not the power existed to 
force employers to employ ‘‘gsol-birds,” the 
only possible hope of carrying out this part of 
the programme it was felt rested upon tl 
Surveyor General, who might bring a certain 
amount of legitimate pressure to bear upon 

large employers engaged on public works. 
‘The real sentiments of the native members, 
however, soon began to swell up in the form 
of decidedly strong expressions, adverse to all 
such ineffective modes of dealing with Asiatics. 
Hongkong it was asserted, ought to be made 
‘too hot for all such bad characters: the 
security and consequent value of property 
absolutely depended upon this. If a prisoner 

‘was convicted two or three times, deport. 
if he returned, deport him again, sending him, 
with a description of his crimes, to the } 
darin of his native district, who would of 
course detain Lim until his friends gave ecou- 
tity forhis good behaviour, Mr. Hayllar was 
doubtful whether this could be accomplished 














































Tegally. Tho Chinese also expressed them- 
selves most decidedly in favour of flogging, 
that mode of punishment being in their 
opinion the only effective deterrent of serious 
crime, At the suggestion of Mr. Hayllar, 
the Chinese members present were empowered 
to ascertain the feeling of the Chinese com- 
munity on the subject, and to discover what 
fands could be collected towards carrying out 
the objects in view. The native members of 
the Board stated that they were sure that the 
Chinese community would willing! ribo 
for more Policemen, but did not think that 
much could be done on behalf of the Prisouers? 
Aid Society. 

‘A meeting of Chinese was held at the 
‘Tang-wal Hospital, on Sunday last, to con+ 
sider this question’ of aiding in establishing 
the Prisoners’ Aid Society, The mecting 
was attended by the Committee-men for th 
present and previous years ; but the pro 
tion was received with that ‘coldness an 
difference for which the Chinese are eminently 
celebrated, Such an absurd proposal could 
never be entertained; it would flood the 
Colony with rascals to overflowing, from all 
parts of the mainland, ‘They wore perfectly 
willing, however, to favour and carry out any 
extension or amendment of the policing of the 
Colony. ‘They would pay for extra watch- 
men, to be stationed at either ond of every 
strect—the shop-peoplo supplying the men 
and the Government recognising them. But 
for those chimerical suggestions of the Gov. 
ernor- 1 The result of the meeting 
was yesterday conveyed to the Board, in th 
form of a report from the Chinese members ; 
and nothing further has yet been heard of 
this remarkable though well-meaning move 
on the part of Mr. Jon Popo Hennessy, 












































We learn that another meeting of the gentle- 
men appointed by the Governor to consider 
the practicability of establishing a Discharged 
Prisoners’ Aid Society was held on Wednesday 
afternoon last. It seems that our article 
descriptive of the proceedings at the previous 
meeting, created some amount of consternation 
in the cabal, and one indignant gentleman 
promptly and voluntarily took upon himself 
the task of discovering the soulless member 
who had whispered the secrets, and admi 
tered to him a slight caution as to the pros 
fundity of the secrecy required in the pro 
ceedings. We believe, however, that his 
investigations were fruitless. One Chineso 
member was, we know, written to by tho 
gentleman in question ’ with the view of 
ascertaining whether he imparted the informa- 
tion, or if he could throw any light upon the 
matter. ‘This can only be regarded as 
excecdingly “small beer.” Private individuals 
in the Colony are asked toassvoiate with certain 
officials and to consult with their countrymen 
with the object of establishing a public inatitu- 
tion, which it is actually proposed shall bo 
supported out of the pockets of the community, 
and because they have alluded to the matter 
abroad, somebody prepares to turn on_ them 
the full ylare of his displeasure. His Excel- 
leney has, of course, a perfect right to appoint 
certain officials and’private residents to con- 
sider the practicability of establishing a Dis- 
charged Prisoners’ Aid Society, or any other 
Society, withont, in the first instance, con+ 
sulting the public on the subject, or notifying 
his intentions to the newspapers; the course 
taken has, in fact, its advantages, becauso if 
the scheme be found impracticable by tho 
Committee, the public need not be troubled at 
all in the affair. In regard to this particular 
scheme, after the unfavourable reply received 
from the Chinese, we should say His Excel- 
Ienoy will do wisely to let tho discharged 
prisoners alone for the present, or, rather, 
follow in the foot-steps of his predecessors and 
send the offenders out of the Colony as speedily 
as possible. {Ve have rascals enough in the 
Colony already without increasing the supply 
by olfering comfortable situations to any 
“celestial” who likes to come here and prey 
upon the community for a while. 

On the day the Committee last met, we had 
the Istest development of the ‘reclaimed 
Chinee” brought to light. Father Vigano's 
“boy” had, to all inteuts and purposes, been 
thoroughly reclaimed from his morally torpid 
condition. And yet he backslided with & 
and “other articles.” ‘The “boy” had not 
only been provided with a comfortable situa- 
tion, @ fa Chun Afook, at $6 a month, Lut 
there is. every reason to believe that the re- 


































verend FatheF had filled him up with goodness, 
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dosed him with ‘moral suasion” to 
repletion, And yet he took the Father's last 
‘The youth was altogether a “heapeo” 
od. He might have waited until Fath« 
Vigano had settled the little affair of the 
previous “boy,” but this 
‘was evidently 20 full of 
goodneas that he was bound to do. something 
Wicked by way of relief or “bust.” 
of course sorry for the reverend gentleman, 
uo “¢ Autobiographical Recollections of Sit 
hn Bowring,” which have just been 
published, there is one passage which is well 
worth the attention of Mr. Hennessy. Si 
John, who hed spent more years in China 
than Mr, Hennessy has months, wrote respect- 
ing his policy :—“It is not fair or just to 
auppose that a course of action which may be 
practicable or prudent at home, will always 
succeed abroad, You can no more apply 
exactly the same discipline, or tho same char- 
soter of reward and punishment to masses of 
men, than you can apply them to in- 
dividuals, 





























VARIATIONS OF RAINFALL IN NORTHERN 
INDIA. 


(Madras Athencewn). 
Dr. W. W. Hunter, following the path first 
pointed out ‘by Sir ‘WW. Hereshell, and 
recent years followed up with signal suc: 
by Lockyer, Meldrum, and others, has 
cently shown that tho rainfall of the city 
of Madras presents a well-marked variatio 
coinciding very: nearly in period with the 
varintion of spot area on Mr. H. F. 
Blanford has since pres short report 
to the Government of India, in which he 
shows that, though the rainfall of tropical 
din generally is subject t i 
similar to that of Madras, this variation is 
edingly small in amount, being probably 
than 8 poi otal rainfall, and 
altogether insignificant in comparision’ with 






























irregular variations which it appears hopeless 
Tnasm 


to attempt to reduce to any la 
as Lockyer, Meldrum, Symon: 
have shown that a rainfall variation similar 
to that of Madras obtains at i 

separated. ions as the Mauritius, 
dado 1, Adelaide, Cape Town, and 
a t obvious method of pro- 
‘the rainfall variations of 
any such 
suu-spots and rainfall can be 



















relation botwe 
dotected here. 

It appears from Dr. Woll’s list of pro- 
portionate numbers that tho sun-spot area 
was at a minimum about the end of the year 
1843, from which time the spots increased 
until 1848, when the maximum was reached. 
‘The succeeding minima occurred in 1856 and 
1867, and the maxima in 1860 and 1870. 
‘Yhe years of heaviest rainfall at Benares 
dnving this period were (as far as is known) 
1848, "1861, 1871, and 1874, the rain of 
these” years amounting to 6445, 56-4, 56-18, 
sud 62°84 inches respectively. ‘These num: 
bors are all greatly in excess of the meao, 
which, for tho sixteen years 1861—1976, was 
41.03 ‘inches. ‘Three of these four years of 
hoavy vain were either years of maximum 
spots or years succeeding maximum spots, 
‘but the fourth, 1874, occupied a part of the 
cyclo at which the spots have about their 
average value. 

‘The years of least rainfall during the samo 
period ‘were 1849, 1864, 1866, 1868 aud 1876, 
tho fall each year more than ten inches 
below the average. ‘Lhiree of these year 
1866, 1868, and 1876—were years of few sun- 
spots, another, 1864, liad about the average 
number ; but the first, 1849, immediately suc- 
ceeded » maximum aun spot year. 
it is evident therefore that there is no 
direct relation between the rain fall at Benares 

in any given year and the coudition of the 
solar surface during that year. 

Novertheless there is an obvious excess of 
rainfall in times of numerous sun-spots, when 
the rainfalls, not of single years, ‘but of 
several years, about the maxima and minima 
are compared. ‘he following table shows the 
mean rainfall of the maximum. sun-spot years 
1861, 1809, 1870, and 1871, compared with 
that of the minimum group of years 1866, 
1867, and_ 1868, and also with’ that of the 
whole period 1861—1876. ‘he mean excess 
in the maximum years amounts to about 14 

er cent. of the average fall, and the mean 
Befect in the minimums ‘years to about 4 per 
cent. :— 





















































‘Min, Mean 1861-76. 





Inches, 
35.24 41.03 
32.87 39.35 
26.10 28.50 
3937 41.75 
39.10 41.86 
65.43 © 80.44 
78.17 83.74 
86.63 83.52 






Roorkee 
which does not show an excess of rain 
years of maximum spots over that of mit 


the only station in this tal 





num spot years. ‘Threostations. Re 
eo, and Mussooree—ahow a slightly bigher 
average for the whole period than for the 


maximum group of years,—a proof that Jocal 
irregularities are there of much more import- 
ance thau the periodic variation, if any such 
exists, * 





‘dual years at 
these stations were the following :— 


__ Dee gear” Weta yeae 





1874 
1864 1871 
1864 1873 
1876 1874 
1868 1367 
1868 is7L 
1869 1863 (2) 
Naini Tal 1864 1872 































































‘Tho only station here for which both the 
dry and the wet year fall in properly with the 
cycle is Debra, A partial coincidence 
own by the wt year 1871 at Allahabad, 
by the dry years 1868 and 1876 at Roor- 
eo and Bareilly respectively. ‘Tho other 
stations show no trace of any coincidence 
between years of extraordinary drought or 
very heavy rain and years occupying any 
particular part of the sun-spot cycle. 
‘Therefore, though we are justified in ex- 
pecting considerably less rain than usual in 
years of very fow sun-spots like 1876 and 1877 
ive are not justified in predicting such a de- 
feot as might lead to scarcity or famine; nor 
aro we just justified in pred 
occurrence of droughts aud famine at times 
when suu-spots are comparatively numerous, 
‘Two theories regarding the nature of sun 
spots have been advanced to account for tl 
variation of rainfall at the eame time and in 
the eame way as the spote vary. ‘The older 
view looks upon spots as manifestations of 
great solar activity, accompanied by powerful 
radiation and consequently great amount of 
evaporation and precipitation of rain all over 
the world. 
According to the later view, spots are simply 
enormous cyclones in the solar atmosphere, 
centres of which get cooled by the expan: 
ion of gases composing that atmosphere, and 
are thus enabled to absorh a considerable pro- 
from below, thereb} 
ission to the earth an 
jew, I think, has most 
it temperature 
of the earth being distinctly bigher when sun- 
spots are few than when they are numerous, 
Tho great connection currents of the earth's 
atmosphere, known as the “trado winds” and 
the “anti-trades,” are consequently most 
powerful when tho sun is nearly froo from 
spots, and 9 largo proportion of the aqueous 
vapours raised from the ocean within the 








torrid zone is then carried away by the 

er (upper) ourrent to fall as rain or snow 
‘temperate regions. 
‘The winter rains of Northern Iudia are 
derived from a branch of this anti-trade, 
which, cooling by radiation as it flows north- 
Yard ‘fom tho thermal equator, gradually 
descends and blows over Central India, 
Rajputana, the North-Western Provinces, 
and the Punjab as a surface wind. The 
rains of October are derived from the regular 
‘monsoon currents which blow in direct from 
the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian sea; for 
many years November has been quite rainiess, 
and the winter rains derived from the upper 
current only set in about Christmas, and may 
continuo till the end of February, or perhaps 
extend into March. In the accompanyin; 
tables, I have included under the Lead 
‘winter rain” for each year the rain of 
January and Febraary with that of the 
\«preceding” December. ‘The latter, as above 
stated, generally falls about the end of the 
mouth, and is continuous with the rainfall of 
January. 

When the winter rainfall at the various 








stations is analysed in the samo way as the 


icting the ‘non- | P' 





total rainfall has been in the preceding pages, 
we find that the group of maximum sun-spot 
years, 1861, 1869, 1870, and 187}, has a much’ 
‘smaller average fall than the minimum group, 
1866, 1867, and 1868. The defect in maximum 
‘sun-spot years averages 21 per cent. of the 
total winter fall at these seven stations, and 
the excess in minimum years is almost as 










great :— 
Stations, Maximum Minimam Meany 

i = 

fiche Jochen Inchon 

Benares O21 160° 0.98 
Allahabad 022 140 Lot 
Agra 150 0.90 1.08 
Bareilly 1s8 210 1.68 
Roork 362 470 3.41 
Debs 2.78 6175.07 
Naini Tai 615 7.97 7.47 





The station which shows the most marked 
excess of winter rain when sun-spots are fow 
is Debra, and Agra is the only exception to 
the general rule, If the year 1877 be includ- 
ed in the minimun sun-spot grovp, the exces 
atall the stations, except Agra, will be slight 
iy increased, and'the defect at Agra will al- 
most disappear. ‘The winter rainfall is 
small in absolute amount that irregular v 
tions appear to affect it more than thé 
the total fall of the 














do 
ear ; but though #0 
small absolutely, its value from an economic 








point of view is almost reak that of 
the regular monsoon rains, It hao, T believe, 
been tho almost uniform experience of the 
Government that when the rains of the latter 
half of September and the beginning of Octo- 
ber, and those of January and February are 
abundant, there is always an unusually good. 
rabi crop, which any scarcity caused 
by the partial failure of the summer rains 
from pressing severely upon the population of 
Northern India, and T think that ou the 
wholo it is highly probable that when tho 
summer raing are defective the winter rains 

















xtending over t] 
of ‘or seventeen years, ar 
think, the following. 

1. ‘That there is an irregalar variation in 
the rainfall of Northern India, the absolute 
effect of which i, 






















lying thin t 
variation of somewhat 
amount, having ite cau 
jon, and therefore being 
winber and extent of the 








are generally hea 
rainfall of the year 
when the summer rains aré 





REUTER’S TELEGRAMS, 
(Supplied to the * Daily Press.” ) 


Loxpox, 7th September, 
A telegram bas been received from Meh 
met Pacha that Eyoub Pacha bas driven the 
‘Twelfth Russian Army Corps across the River 
Lom e Russians lost men, while the 
Turks lost only 900, 
Widdin has been reiuforced, 











9th Sept, 

Lord Derby has etated in a speech that-the 
resent is considered an unfavourable time for 
ngland’s intervention in the war ; but that 
when tho timo arrives, which is perbaps not 
distant, England will not lose the opportunity. 

‘A Russian official despatch admits a Rus- 
sian defeat with heavy loss at Hazelvo 
(? Katdlevo]. 

‘The Russians have been compelled to raise 
the blockade of Rustcbuk. 

The Turks are threatening the bridge at 


Pyrgos. 
10th Sept. 

News has been received that Niesics capi- 
tulated on the night of the 6th instant. 

Siege workis have been constructed at Plevna 
and have been advanced to within 1,300 yards 
of the enemy's entrenchments ; a furious can 
nonade is now going on. 





12th September. 

MM, Gambetta lias been sentenced to threo 
months’ imprisonment and a fine of 2,000 
francs for a hostile speech [? against’ the 
Ministry.] 

At a banguet tho Emperor of Austria 
proposed the health of his dear friend and ally, 
the Emperor of Rus 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


SHANGHAI, 2isr SEPTEMBER, 1877. 
AprivaL.—The steamer Madagascar from London. 











PIECE GOODS.—The focling that the market has seen its worst for the it has been gaining strength all the week, and hope is once 
Tore in tho ascendant, Great things are expected after to-day—Selling day —by both foreignere and natives. More, the latter positively. 
predict a large business, but at same time they wisely abstain from a date for its appearance, and the quarter whence the actuating 
influence is to come, Watchfulness, therefore, by every foreign holder who wishes to share in the coming benefits,—and who 
amongst them doesn’t? is recognised as his chief duty. His lamp must be kept trimmed, and he must be on the spot to trim it. The 
kinds of his bank who have proclaimed that Monday next, 24th instant, will be observed as a holiday, is thankfully acknowledged, 

felt to be a bittermockery. Nor can ho take advantage of the alteration of ‘‘mail day” to have a run up-country to recreate a 
little his exhausted energies. His case is sad one. May his reward be all the greater ! 

Drills.—The English manufacture has been in lively request, and, notwithstanding that eagern: sell has kept pace with desire to buy, 
fan ‘advanco of fully 3 cands, per piece upon the quotations of this day week bi ed. ‘The wants of the trade have not 
yet been quite filled, and, as the diftculty fa findiog auitable goode iucréases, a further rie in value is looked for. A large abare of the 
settlements—estimated at about 23,000 pieces—consists of floating cargo, to which, in ordinary qualities, buyers aro now alinost wholly 
renttioled, Dutch Drill are firmly hell, but Tle. 2.30 for best ia uo longer obtainable, A small transaction in American, oweven, 
shews a maintenance of former currencies—Tls, 2.85 for the Boott Mills chop—Cock. Business in American Drills * to arrive” has taken 
place, but the particulars have not transpired, 

Sheetings.—Some English and American—say 4,000 pieces—have changed hands at Tis 2.29 a 2.35 per piece for the former, and ‘ls. 2.90 
per piece for Cock of the latter, 

Teans.—Out of favor again, and prices lower and nominal. 

‘White Shirtings.—Ordinary 64-reeds are a trifle stronger, but the demand is still feeble. Other counts and qualities but little changed. 

T-Cloths.—Common 7-Ibs. have been wanted at Tl. 0.90 a 0.95 per piece, at which there are few sellers. A few Mexicans at ‘Tis, 1.08 
‘@ 1,12 have been taken, and 8-Ibs, of fair quality have again been eold, but only to a limited extent, at Tis, 1.37 a 1.40 per piece, Of 
G-lbs, the sales aro under 1,800 pieces, and the price for a fairly good article is down to TI, 0.78 per piece. 

ey Shirtings.—Under this heading there is little to be said. The market has been exceedingly quie 
‘Yidioult to compass as they were last week, if not more so, For low 7-lbs. there have been some enquiries at about ls, 0.98 a 1.03, 
but the quantity disposed of is insignificant. : * 
8{-lbs. Dewburst’s Hagle recoded to Tis, 1.85 and Tis, 1.87 as Inst mail was leaving, and, asfar as the public knows, these aro still 
the rates for ordinary and XX. Ono thousand pieces of Siltzer’s Hand and Branch, however, have found a merchant at'Tls. 1.83 per 
pleco, which compares favourably with Eagle quotations; but, beyond thee, there as been seareely anything done privately. ‘To-day 
the Cock Grouse (Lee-Tai) has been placed at Tis. 1.224 per piece, 
9} and 10-Ibs. shews a quiet market with eye rates—nominally. 
ancy Cottons.—No improvement whatever in this department. ‘The principal sale reported is of 300 pieces Velvets at Tl. 0.15.6 per 

Fanoy, Cobtais 12 per yard hes been Tolused for 18.n, Black Veloleens anda few bundred dorens of uluo. Handkerchiefs have: been 
Bought from importers at Ti, 0.45 a 0.45} per doz, Turkey Reds must be classed amongst the unsaleables again ; their statue on tho 
market at present may be gathered from the result of the Auction particulars noted below. A new article of Fancy nomenclature—a 
figared Lalian Clothrecently imported, bas taken well xo far; it is selling in the aloo shops at Tl. 0.23 a 0.25 per yard. 

‘Wootlens.—Tho Canlets business of the week is equal to that recorded Jaxt mail day, but pries have contioued on the level then given, or 
nearly so. Long £lls.—Scarlet has been more frequently aeked for at last quotations, and holdera have met the demand, although rather 
sparingly. Spanish Stripes have not been in acti jest, and the dealers in Figured Orleans are quiet again, but there has been 
more doing in Lastings, much of the decline esta at the action of 11th instant having been recovered, and a salo of 200 picces 
Imitation Hussian Clothe at Tis. 25 per pivce tendency towards improvement in the Broad Cloth marl 
































ales have been quite as 













































0. P. H. Scarlet, [Dark Bine,| Geotian, | Green, | Orange. | Ash, | Whi 
por plece...Tis.| 13.3.0 | 1225 | 127.0 | 11.45 | 13.2.5 
6.6.2 | 7.25 | 65.0 | 725 | 7.35 | 

0.54; | 0.5.1 | 0.5.14] 05.7 | 05.5 10.5.8] 0.5: 





Camlets, Retail prices 
Long Ells, ” 







































































Spanish Stripes, 5, per yard 
Fuu-Sixo, Scarlet. |Dk. Blue,| Gentian. | Green. | Orange. |Asb.|White| Purple. | Black. [Brown|Mauve.| Lt, Gt. | 20s! 
Anction 17th instant. —| Vcc ae = 
LongEllsO.P.H. p. peo. | 6.58/6.595| ase | senses | seems | sane PS re ere Nees 300 
‘Van-Looxo, 
Spanish Stripes p. yd. ‘S) 0.453 18 
Kiy-Muvo, 18th inst, | 
Camlots ©.P.H. p. peo. f} 13.30/31 11,523 13.25/30| 600 
. Sales, pes. 260 40 100 
Long Ells ,, __p. pee. 9 7.18 
Sales, pos... 20 
Lasting Lion ,, p. pee. 3) 1224/25) 
Bales, pes... 60 
1» Elephant p. pee. 10.15, 9.8149.00 
aster Poe ost 80 
w» Eagle p. pee. . 220,007 
a alee pes. 20 407 
Yvxn-Fona, 20th inst. 
Camlets 8.8.6. p. poe. 12.55/524 {11.45/42 13.00/05 2.207901 600 
Sales, pes. 180] “30 30 30 is 
Sp.Stripes T.T.B. p. yd. 0.56} | 0.563 0.52} | 0.583 | 0.57 (0.59 0.59 378 
Sales, pes...| 162 | 36 126 | 9 9 9 9 ase 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Camlets L.L.L. p. pee. £| 11.124/10 20 















































Averrox Saves or Corros 
«Fuh Sing.”—Vith is 
Guey Sminrixes—8}-Ibs. Red Lion, 1,000 pieces, at Tis. 1.52 per piece, aud 6-lbs. Red Pheasant, 1,000 picces, at Tis. 1.014 a 1.01} 
per piece. Jeaxs—8-Ihs, Green Peacock, 1,000 pieces, at 1.26 per piece. T-Crorus—6-Ibs, Ated Pheasant, 1,000, at TI. 0.80} 
Van £08) Ber Piece, Haxpxeneuters—28-inch, 1,000 dozens, at TI. 0.49} per dozen. 
“Fan Loong.” — 
Guey Suinmixcs—6-lbs, Lie Eagle, 600 pieces, at TI. 0.97 per piece. Dritis—14-Ibs. Dragon, 2,250 pieces, at Tis. L.S4} « 1.84] 
RoE piece. Tavs S.lle. Best Peacoch, 500 pieces, at Tis. 1454 a 1.45 per picoe,  Inisuins— Woman, Chop, 160 pieces, at 
Ts, 2.60 a 2.63 per piece. Vexvers—22-inch Black Lie Woman, 300 pieces, at T). 0.15.3 a 0.15.2] per yard. 
“Kin Ming.”—18th instant— + 2 
Grex SureTixcs—S}-Ihs., 6,100 pieces, at Tis. 1.323 @ 1.33} for Green Lion, Tis. 1.39} for Blue Lion, Ts. 1.52 a 1.52.8 for Red 
Lion, and 7-1bs, Blue Lion, 600 pieces, at Tis. 1.19 a 1.19} per piece, T-Cuorus—7-Ibs.,.1,200 pieces, at Tis, 1.23} for Red 
Eagle, Tis, 1.27 for Rising Sun. 
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Yuen Fong.”—20th instant— : if 

Gney Sumrmos—S}-lbs, House, 2,000 pieces, at Tis, 1.993 « 1.23 por pi 
‘Tis. 1.60 per piece. 
MiscrnLaxzovs— 

Grey Summvos—7-lbs, Blue Pheasant (sound), 500 pieces, at Tis. 1.023 a 1.024 per piece. Vetvers—22-inch Black Lie Woman, 150 
pieces, at TH, 0.15.39 @ 0.15.2 por yard. | Daitts—i¢-tbs, Dragon, Mildewed, G00 pleco, at is, 1.874 @ 1.883 per piesa, | Tukey 
Rep Caunnrcs—Fisherman, 1,080 pieces, at Tis. 1.414 for 2.lbs., ‘Tle. 1.55 for 2}-Ibs., Tle, 1.564 for 24-Ibs., and Tie, 1.604 for 2}-los. 5 
Lizard, 2%-lbs., 109 pieces, ‘at Tis. 1.36] per piece ; Green Joss, 24-lbs. (with all faults), 200 pieces, at Tis. 1.754 pet 
sundry chops Fents, 500 picces, at ‘Tis. 1.193 @ 1.92 for sundry weights, Aarenrcan Daitis—Sea Damaged, 1,365 pieces, at 
‘is. 2.78 a 2.77 for Lion, Tis, 2.81 a 2.77 for Cock, and Coxtixenrars—Sea Damaged, Joss Chop, 1,020 pieces, at ‘Tis, 2.37 a 2.45 


Warre Sumrmos—64-reed Blue Lighthouse, 1,000, at 

































































































per piece, 
QUOTATIONS—Dory Pam. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Pa. Dory." 
Gery Smimrixes— Time, Teme) Tame .c. Tem.c.| Tm, e. 
i 0.9.3¢01.0.2 |) 1303, 30 yda 8.0.0 #011.5.0|} 9.9.5 | Per chang ot 
0.9.8 1. Lastinas, 30 ys 3.7.0 4, 8.0. 10.5 f “Tan inches, 
Len Grave Lusems 3004, 5.0 
110}, Laix—Do. Blac yy B00 5, 3.9. 
187 Onruaxs—Fig.,30 yds. 5, 5, 2.5.0 ,, 3.3,5|¢ 9-20 por peo. 
LTS Special Colors & Patterae 5, 3.5.0 ,, 
23.5 .0.8' per pos. Metals and Sundries, 
@, B, Wire Suunnises QorexstuvER ......: nom. pr pol.55.0.0 ,,66.0.0 | 2.0.0 per pel. 
40 yds. 6 in. BOR, nom:¥ po. 1.2.5 , 1.3.5 Tay Puares—id'X 10...prbox, 410 5, 41.5 ]) 9.49 
60 reed 135 5 140 Small, 0 M40 
N Vta 165 Inox Wine —No, 11 
LTO}, 20.0 gyi 025, 
195, 23.0 17/23... 
Beat. iy BBB yy 28.0 Srrams Tix, Fong Hing. r 
Deswts, Aw d0yaI0in (51v.nom,2.7.5 », 2.9.7 Fok Uhok. }, 16.20), 125, 
English, » 14a 15-1b 1.8.0 ,, 2.2.0 0.1.0 Commonchops. ,, 13.0.0 ,,16.0.0 
Do, Wine'to Finest ,, 2.24.0), 2.0.0|¢ Ob0 Srezi prtub. 3.6.0 5, ise 
Datoh, 13 « 145-1b 2.1.5 5, 2.3.0 Bamboo “pr pol. 3.6.5 5 on 
., Best, 309 2. 30in.841b42.0.0 ,, 2.1.0 Javan Correr, Fing 
hy yy BA Silbs,.128,, 185) O07) ,, Stab, boat 0.6.0 yy 
American jt) wssssieehT.0 yy 23.5 Ore 
Sanerixas— eet Hoor Inox i O12 
2.3.0, 24.5] { 008 aes 
Nartnop Inox— 
ODO hos rogers Sons 6 
9.0) -Rogers,Sone &00, 5, 
. 0.0.4 Bolgian a! 
139 fF . 
. (3.7, LT. 
Botter kinds aud XX, 1.7.05, 19.5/) 908 
Bawonceyon ners 
jue 28 @ 31 in, 0.4.2 bad 
ee eee i 0.0.24 per doz, 
Brorren Suinrinas, White ¥ po.1.8.0 0.1.0 per pee. ” 
‘Dyed. ,, 22.0 O15 
Brocapus—White 400 1.9.0 
Dyed 26.0 White, Swatow, No. 
Damasxs, Dyed, 40 0 F 


Genrian Siuerixos 
Cuinr7—~Assorter 


ween 





Blue ” 

Brown ” we i 

Scarlet Hrown, Swatow, Best ty 
Paunrey Twitts Common 













































0.0.7 per 30 yds. 1 Canton ‘. 
4 Be tb, reat, ” +» Common 
14, 24yd.2a31b.32in. nom, 

Best scses.¥? Bs O15 per pee. |} Proper —Black * 
Vatvurs—Black, 22 i O18 White a 
Vetverrens—Black, ate 

5 ow Rarraxs—Commor 2.8.0 4, 3.2.0 
Biv Dexcas 0.0.35 per 30 yds.| Gooit toti 3.2.05, 3.5.0 O15 4, 
Dinvertics, 12 ya, ppc pee 3.6.0 ;, 4.0.0 
» 28.0 ,, 3.0.0 
i "780% 2.4.0]{ 10 
|| Saxpativoob, South Sen |, 3.4.0 ,, 3.5.0 
Timor... }, 9.0.0 ;,10.0.0/$ 0.40 4, 
0.0.5 Malabar. 5, 16.5.0 ,,18.0.0 
Mancnove Bark 0.7.0 ,, 1.3.0 0.0.3 
rptos & BROAD nLaxT STONES 4.5 3 evs 
M f Funrt Si 0.4.5 cecal 
Svanisn Srnuyi oe |S 
” ” sain | Coars,Cdif(toarrive}t... 4, 7.25 
” » HG Hf a H ‘American ob. SEB: 55 
Lois Eig a |: Sydney (ii Bs 875 o i q 
Searlet, 24yrd, HH S eweastle,x.s.W.... 4, 7.5.0 », Quie 
» CP EL $ Takasima (large)... 3, 6.5.0 ;, None | t 0-5 por ton. 
{ (dust)... 99 5.255, 
oo |& Japan 2 42.5 5, 4.5.0 
048 }S | Formosa. 47.5 Strong 
b 
s Waspow Grass— 



































0.1.5 per box. 
100 sq. feet 











* Haikwan Sycee Tis. 100=Shanghai Currency Tis. 111.40. + Cargo quotations. 








—The depression which has for so long characterised the Metal market has not yet been removed. Sales of L.B. Lead at 

er pienl—short prompt—continue, but the business amounts to only 9 retail trade. Holders of Nail-Rod Jron show firmness, 

we time the demand uid buyers are slow. Zin Plates are asked for at Tle. 415 for best LC. but Zin and 
reduced quotations of last mail day. ie 
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FREIGHTS.—Verscle bave been wanted in the Newehwang-Steatow trade, but demand is less active at the close, and rates are 
‘ater weak at $0.25 per picul. Offers for the Nagusaki round of $1.75 per ton of coal, and Keelung at $2.00 are in the market. For 





Foockow and back the rate is nominally, $3 per reg. ton, but there is no employment offering. ‘The 7'ca rates to London per ste: 
£3, and por sailing ship £2 per ton of 40 and 50 feet ; and to New Fork £4, and £2.10 a £2.00 per 40 feet are the respective qu: . 
COALS,—On the whole, the market has changed but little during the past fortnight. Some deceriptious being in moderate stock, and the 
float light, are firmer in value and wanted, whilst for others there has been but little enquiry, and the tendency of prices has 
een to favor. buyers. Amongst the former is Formosa coal, chiefly, which is scarce, and saleable at Tis. 4.75 per tov, and the latter 
class embrace Cardifs and Australian while the Japanese article has taken a middle place, being in a little request, but at easier prices. 
COTTON.—A contract for 300 piculs best Shanghai staple, deliverable—50 bales per week—at Tis. 13.75 per 120 catties, is said to bave been 
‘entered into. 'This—the opening of the market—if true, is considerably higher than was anticipated by the hongs, and tells against their 
predictions of a good crop. Latterly, the plant, all over this region, has been stripped of its leaves by innumerable caterpillars, and the 
fields, which looked well about ten days ago, cannot now show any thing better than barestalke with blighted pode danglivg from the 
branches. ‘Th will be very seriously affected by this new and formidable plague. 
EXCHANGE. inued quietness has characterized the week. Sterling rates bave ruled steadily at about former quotations, but at 
‘the close show symptoms of hardening. On India Banks have been reluctant drawers, and Telegraphic Transfers have found buyers at 
0. On Hongkong quotations are unchanged. 


Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 19th September, 1877 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 211 to 216, both Nos. inclusive. 












































Re-Exrorrs axp rum Dzsrpvarion, 
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Grey Shirtings 4,900) 600; 
‘T-Cloth: 50) 
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Dyed Shirtings 
Brocades & Sp. 



























































‘STOOKS AT DATE, BASED ON 
Ciauuer oF Coxarence Returxs DATED 










































Ist Jas., 1877. 
Goovn. 
For Year For Year 
or the Week, |Froz int Juny.| For tho Week, | rom lat Jaby.| “At date ' 
‘A877. 1877, ‘Estimated, 
Groy Shirtings .| 45,270 | 3,465,082 4,028,916 | 1,400,900 | 257,800 | _402,400 
‘T-Oloths ” 26,154 | 1,831,719 1,952,288 | "622/400 | 334,000 460,000 
Whito Shir 8.817 | "457,130 31,500 | 141,100 
Drills, Engl 22,995 | 550,954 83,700 ae 
‘Do., American 6400} 158,119 5 
Jeane, English 2990 | 190,832 
Do.,’ American » 420 25,620 
ings, English. 1,020 47,792 
‘Ainerican and Continentals 620 | 146,073 
400 13,812 
150 5,595 
6 3 ‘900 21,218 
Daniaaks, Dyed 240 10,017 
Chintzes 3,743 90,745 
1,648 $3,910 
1,750 41,773 
Velvetoons 352 8,565 
Aandkorobiots 02, 8,929} 195,573 
Muslins Pes. 900 | 25,300 
Spanish 5 1108 | 34089 
an rip , 34 
Medium and Bro 1320} 20,040 
Caml 2260| 61,318 
Long I 4,400 64,883 
Lasti 1,360 30,327 
Grape Las 40| 3,619 
350 12,785 
” 4,310 95,860 
250 6,590 
Lead in Pl Pols, 297 75,307 
Tron—Nail Roi 1,679 |___ 70,254 4 201,298 




















* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Duke of Abercorn, Loudoun Castle, Hesperia, Lombardy, Glencagles, ‘Khica, Antenor, 
Abbey Couper, Saracen, Edward Barrow, Madagascar several Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports, 
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STLH.—Homo telegrams have given no encouragement to continue purchases at the advance, quoted in our last week's report, and 
‘Our silk market has been almost at a standstill for the mail. Settlements for shipment are limited to within 300 bales, and include 
Black Lion chop No. 4 and Greon Zebra chop No. 1, at Tis. 360, (= 16s, 9d.), aud some market Teatlees from Tis, 325 (15s. 2d.) 
@ 360 (16s, 9d.), making rates about Tis. 15 @ 20 lower than they week since, Biue Elephant is held for Tie, 390 (18s. 1d.), 
(offers of Tis. 380 (17s. 84.) having been refused) and natives continue bp spoons to a small extent in market chop silks—a sale 
being reported of Blue Elephant at Tis. 390, aud Bluo Peacock ‘Tun-ling” and ‘ Yab-ling” at Tis, 360 and 360. Arrivals have 
Been on a more liberal scale, and the unsold stock is increased to 16,500 bales. 


COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 
s 


SEPTEMBER 22, 1877, 




















Annrvat.—(Not reported above)—September 2let, American barque Antioch, from Burrard’s Inlet, 
Derarrurs.—(Not reported above)—September 15th, British steamer Juan, for London. 
‘The French mail steamer Sindh takes about 350 bales of Sirk, and between 350 and 360 tons of Txa. 
Wearner.—The weather has been generally overcast with occasional rain, the thermometer ranging between 66 and 80. 


Exouaxar,—On London, Telegraph Tr: 68, 34. Bank Bills, 6 months’ sight, 5s. 424. a 5e, 434. First-class Credits to Bank, 5s, 54d. 
Private and Documentary, 52. 5{d. On Paris, Baul, 6.774 ; Private, 6.85 a 874. On india—Bombay Bank, demand, Rs, 300 a 302, 
Calcutta Bauk, Rs, 300 a 302. On Hongkong, Bank Bills, demand, 27} per cent. Private, 15 days’ sight, 273, Bullion Gold Bare, Pekin, 
Shanglai Tle. 182 per bar of 10 Tis, Shanghai weight. ‘Bar Silver, Shanghai Tis, 111.20. per 100 Tia. Canton weight, Mexican dollars, 
Shanghai Tle, 73.325 per 100. Carolus, Sh, is. 85.50 per 100. Copper Cash, 1,500 per tael, 








J. P. Bisset & Co. report to-day as follows :— 
#. & 8. Ba ‘here has beeu much excitement in the mar 








& 8. during the week, and a large number of shares have changed hands, A 
report that the terms of the Chinese Loan aro not settled has tended to unsettled rates. ‘The highest ratos were reached on the 1th, when 
shares wero placod at 50 Z preminm, and exchange 728 for eat and 52 premium for 31a October, | ‘Thete prices brought out salle, and 
a largo number of shares have since by % and 48 % for 3lst October, 50 % for 15th November, 50 % and 51 % for lst December, 
andl 48 % and 48 7 for caab, Wo ex changed hands during the week. 

8. 8, 2. Co,—Thore have beet nd of September, T 30} aro offered, 

Pootung Dock Co.—A few shar dat T§ 

Compagnie du Gaz.—A sale at T 71 ex dividend is reported. ; 

Yangtsze Insurance Associ ‘hero are buyers at ¥ 775, but no transactions are reported, 

Chinese Insurance Co.—A lot was sold at $250. 

Hongkong Fire Insurance Co.—Buyers offer $6574, without inducing holders to eoll. 

China Fire Insurance Co.—There are buyers at $169. 

S. & H. Wharf Co.—A lot was placed at F 97," Thore aro buyers at F 98. 

Chinese Imperial Government Loan of 1874,—A few bonds bave been sold at £104, and exchango 6s, 74, 












buyers, For 





















| Posrrios rex Last Report. | Lasr Drvioxnp, &e, | Casn Quotations. 





SHARES. No. | Value. 





Paid up. Jat Working) pate, | Zo Share- [When pa. 


Reserve. |" Account. holders, | or due. Closing. 











Bank. 
‘Hongkong & Shanghai Banking! 
Corporation .. 
Steamer Companies. 
* Sanghi Seige 
fa 


40,000 | $125} $125 | $650,000.00, ere eee £1 |22Aug.77] 46% prom, ox. 724 
(=Tls, 132.31) 












F100 | 30 J¥615,902.35, .... (380 Deo. 76]{ MERE I 96 Mar.77| 30 
100 | F100 | 62,522.10 241,163.60/30Dec. 76] 24% | 7Jan.76) 70 





Shanghai Dock Co, [30 Dec. 76] 2 7 July 77| 4 





#500 | 27,183.54) 
100 








Pootitug Dock Co. 950] #100 | *6% | isuly77] 
Gas, | 

Shanghai Gas Co, 1,500 | £100} 100 | 6,523.81| %8,917.74'31 Dec. 76} 85% |lOuly 77] 145, 

Compagnie du Gaz 1,000 E50 B50 | #2,171.31, £2,333.25)30 Dec. 76) “6 3lAug.77| 71 





Insurance ( Marine. ) 
China Traders’ Insurance Co.,| 
Limited 
North-Chi 


$85,078.06)30Apl. 77} 12% {91 July 77} 2,000 





| 
| 
200 | $5,000 | $1,500 | $125,000.00) 

{ | 


Tusurance “Go,, 











1875/77 1,000 | £2,000 | 2600 /21202,459.66 2'456,361.31]30 Dec. 76100 prabare|i3 Apr.77] 860 
Union In, Society of Canton '500 | $2,500 | $500 | $106,500.00). ‘31 Dec. 75) se 950 
Yangtsze Insurance Association 1,200 | "7500 | 500 |2°240,000.00, 30Sep. 76) * 74% I2July77| 775 
Chinese Insurance Co., Limited) 1,500 | $1,000 | $200 | $62,507.60; $60,969.24/30 Dec. 76) * LJan. 77) 250 


Insurance (ire. 
Hongkong Fire In. Co, 






$200 | $564, ‘$244,445.07|30 Dec. 76, 1847.50 pb. (20 Feb. 77| 6574 










































































China Pire In, | $100 | $339, | $96,304.86 /30 Dec. 76| [30 Dec. 76) 169 
Miscellaneous. | | 
Shanghai & teow Whart Gp..| 2150 | £100 | 100 1,878.61)30 Dee. 76 4% [15 Avg.77} 98 
Shanghai Tug Boat Asvocintion| "900 |_ ‘7100 | ‘F100 | : pias Mae Nominal. 
LOANS. Amount of Loan. | Nominal V: ese Rate of Interest. When Payable, Closing. 
Shanghai Mun. Debentures—Issue 1872, 38,700.00 - £10000 | 8% 30th April & Slst Oct, | 104 Nominal, 
Do. 1873, 21,000.00 | 100.00 | Fe 30th June & Slet Deo. | 100, 
Do. 1875] 42;500.00 |  #100.00 | : 30th June & Slat Deo. | 105), 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentutes..| 17,000.00 | ® 25.00 | 2 30th Jane. IS.» ag 
Do, Prefereuce do, E 5,362.50 E3750 | 8 Bat Dee. 2} 
Chinese Imperial Government Loan 1874) £627,615 H £100 H 8%- 30th June & 31st Dec. £104 os 
* For half-year. + For year. 





Haxkow.—Messrs. Gordon Bros. write on the 12th September :—The past fortnight has been extremely quiet so far as actual 
settlements of ‘Tea are concerned, and in consequence natives have forwarded the bulk of their supplies to Shanghai, in many cases 
without even shewing musters on this market. Prices shew a fall on Tael cost of fully Tis. 2 per picul, but the quality of the Teas 
offered here during the fortnight has been so poor as to render comparison impossible. Russian buyers have been almost out of 
the market, their purchases since 28th ult. only amounting to 530 chests. To equal last year's total arrivals of Hankow District 
‘Peas, we now require 9,563,419 Ibs. ‘The total Export is 2,731,305 Ibs. less than at same date last year, while Re-exports likewise 
exhibit a decrease of 858,810 Ibs. ‘The Esport to date, as per Customs Returns, stands thus :-— 














Exclusive Lae celal e 
Season 1877 x 78.. 
1 IS76X 77: 
+ Exclusive of cargo of Cheops (str.)—1,200,000 Ibs. - 
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